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FACING NEW DELHI: 


Crisis of the Ecumenical Movement 


TL understand the ecumenical situation, one must 
distinguish between the Ecumenical Movement, which 
as a mighty current flows through the whole of Chris- 
tendom, and certain conspicuous organizations it has 
produced, the most important and ambitious of which 
is the World Council of Churches. The movement 
itself, however, is noticeable also in those churches 
which for doctrinal reasons are and will remain out- 
side the WCC. It is a strong power in the Roman 
church, and it may well be that the Second “Ecumeni- 
cal” Council of the Vatican will be more important 
to the whole of Christendom than many of the “ecu- 
menical” gatherings we have witnessed in our lifetime. 
At any rate, it would be wise for us Protestants to ask 
ourselves why it is that the decisions of a Roman 
Council are of lasting authority and even importance 
to the non-Roman churches, while the proclamations 
of our ecumenical assemblies are practically forgotten 
the day after their publication. Who remembers still 
the Message of Evanston, 1954, or the Theses of the 
Lutheran World Federation of Minneapolis, 1955? It 
could also be that an evangelical church just by staying 
out of the WCC for doctrinal reasons is showing the 
greatest concern for the true unity of the Church and 
is thereby serving true ecumenicity. 


BEGINNINGS OF ‘FAITH AND ORDER’ 


True ecumenicity does not ask for unity as such. 
Rather it asks for the unity of the Church. The Ecu- 
menical Movement is essentially a longing for the 
reality of the Church of Christ, the Una Sancta which 
we all confess. “A process of inestimable consequence 
has set in. The Church is awakening in the souls.” 
Thus a great theologian of the Roman Catholic church 
in Germany, R. Guardini, has described in 1922 the 


. . . . 


Hermann Sasse has been active in the World Conference on 
Faith and Order for 10 years. He was a delegate to the 
World Conference of Lausanne in 1927; a member of the 
Continuation and later of the Executive Committee up to 
1936, when the Nazi government prevented him from leaving 
Germany to attend ecumenical consultations. He was at that 
time Professor of Church History at University of Erlangen. 
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beginning of that movement in his church. What is 
the Church? We must be able to ask this question in 
order to understand “the nature of the unity we seek.” 

What, then, is the Church? “A seven-year-old child 
knows what the church is, namely, the holy believers 
and lambs who hear the voice of their shepherd. For 
the children pray thus: ‘I believe in one holy Christian 
Church,’” says Luther. But when we theologians are 
asked to give a definition of the Una Sancta Catholica, 
our embarrassment is great. At the First World Con- 
ference on Faith and Order in Lausanne, 1927, it came 
as a great surprise to many delegates when Archbishop 
Germanos declared that the Eastern Orthodox church 
had no dogma on the Church beyond the words of the 
Creed, “I believe one Holy Catholic and Apostolic 
Church.” The question of the nature of the Church, 
he added, belongs to those subjects on which the 
Orthodox theologian is free to formulate an opinion. 
Even Rome has up to this day no dogma of the Church 
in a strict sense. There is a definition of the Church 
in the Catechismus Romanus, but the Catechism is not 
regarded as dogma. The attempt of the Vatican Coun- 
cil of 1870 to give a definition of the Church failed, 
and not only for lack of time. The “First Constitution 
of the Church of Christ” which resulted from the dis- 
cussions contains only the doctrine of the papacy. It 
will be supplemented at the forthcoming Council by 
a “Second Constitution,” for which the material is now 
being prepared in Rome. Though the encyclical Mys- 
tici Corporis of 1943 may hint at what will be the 
content of the new definition, many questions for the 
time being are still open, as for example, the relation- 
ship of baptized heretics to the Church and the exact 
meaning of the designation of the Church as Body of 
Christ. 

The first doctrinal statement on the nature of the 
Church ever made in Christendom was the Seventh 
Article of the Augsburg Confession, which has influ- 
enced the Anglican Article XIX and the corresponding 
articles of the various Reformed confessions. The Re- 
formers had to show why they regarded themselves as 
being within the true Church in spite of their excom- 


[579] 3 
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munication by the papacy. But theirs is not an ex- 
haustive doctrine of the Church. It is certainly not 
accidental that much of the controversies within the 
Lutheran churches of the last century center around 
Article VII of the Augsburg Confession. 

with which all 
churches of Christendom face the problem of the na- 


loday the great embarrassment 
ture of the Church finds expression in Report III of 
Lausanne, where the most divergent and even contra- 
dictory views on the Church, as held by the partici- 
pating churches, are frankly and carefully listed so that 
the reader gets the impression that there is more dis- 
the views on 


agreement than agreement. Accordingly, 


“the unity we seek” were divergent and contradictory, 
as already the solemn statements show that were made 
In his 
A. C. Zabriskie gives a 
vivid picture of how Bishop Brent and Dr. Garvie 
assured the dissenters, 


by the Orthodox and the Lutheran delegations. 
biography of Bishop Brent, 


among whom there were also 
Anglicans, “that no one wanted to override their con- 
victions, and persuaded them of the wisdom of assent- 
ing to statements to which they could subscribe even 
though they seemed not to go far enough” (p. 171). 
Hence the reports with the exception of one were not 
“adopted,” but “received.” This was the spirit of 
Lausanne as it was embodied in Charles Brent who 
had conceived the plan of a World Conference on 
1910. Brent’s conclud- 


ing words, as he neared the end of his “pilgrimage for 


Faith and Order at Edinburgh, 


unity” and stood at the gate of eternity, expressed his 
personal conviction: “We are looking forward to the 
day when all these struggles for unity will have been 
consummated—we cannot say when or how—but we 
look forward to the day when there will be a great 
world gathering representing all the churches to con- 
sider how they can best in their unified form fulfill 
their responsibility to God and to man. . . . I venture 
to say that we have had glimpses during this confer- 
ence of such a gathering. His words were received 
with deep respect. 

As I had to translate the speech, I stood beside him. 
I shall never forget the face of that saintly man who 
had to overcome the weakness of a failing heart. 
Eighteen months later he entered, at his heberouil Lau- 
sanne, the peace and the unity of the Church Trium- 
phant. To all who knew him, he was the embodiment 
of the Ecumenical Movement at its best just in the 
way in which he, as a man with strong Anglican con- 
victions, repudiated union by compromise. 


THE NEGOTIATORS OF UNIONS 


That was “Faith and Order” more than 30 years ago. 
“This is a Conference about truth, not about reunion. 

. As we differ greatly about cardinal matters, some 
of us must be w rong, and all may be to some extent 
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. We seek God’s truth about the whole of 


wrong. . . 
Christendom,” as another Anglican, Bishop Palmer of 
Bombay, put it at the beginning of his address on the 
highly controversial subject “The Church’s Ministry” 
(Faith and Order. Proceedings of the World Confer- 
ence, Lausanne, Aug. 3-21, 1927, by H. N. Bate, ed., 
London, Student Christian Movement, 1927). 

But the negotiators of unions were, of course, already 
present at Lausanne. The great problem of the Ecu- 
menical Movement was, who would prevail—the nego- 
tiators or the seekers for truth? 


THE ‘CONFERENCE’ METHOD 


Ten years later, at Oxford and Edinburgh, when 
“Life and Work” and “Faith and Order” began to 
grow together into the World Council of Churches, 
it was clear that the future would belong to the prac- 
tical work of uniting the churches. The Ecumenical 
Movement became in the Protestant churches a union 
movement on an unprecedented scale. The main rea- 
son for this was the strong desire to overcome splits 
and divisions, especially the crying need of some mis- 
sion fields which were not prepared to wait until the 
theologians had solved the problems of Faith and 
Order. Another reason was the inability of the theolo- 
gians to solve the problems which had not been solved 
at Lausanne and which, perhaps, are insoluble, at 
least with the means available. Already Brent had 
seen that the differences between the churches were 
much deeper than anybody had anticipated. Shortly 
before his death he declared that a comprehensive con- 
ference like Lausanne could never be repeated and that 
henceforth the work must concentrate on some very 
deep questions underlying the obvious dissents. 

The problem has proved indeed to be much greater 
than it was, and still is, assumed to be in ecumenical 
circles. It wil take at least a generation until Angli- 
cans, Lutherans, and Presbyterians have reached in 
their own churches a new understanding of the 
Church, the Word of God, and the Sacraments. This 
is also the reason why the method of a “conference” 
is insufficient. Conferences are necessary to bring 
people together for a common work. They can do a 
lot of good. But no conference has ever produced an 
idea. In this respect we can learn from Rome. For 50 
years since the end of the modernist controversy, the 
theologians in Rome have worked on the problem of 
the nature and authority of Holy Scripture. Now they 
are reaping the fruits of their quiet, patient work. The 
Church can wait—300 years she waited for the doc- 
trine of Nicaea; the sect cannot wait because it has no 
future. Only the patient work of many scholars against 
the background of the apocalyptic terrors of our age 
will give us a new understanding of what Holy Scrip- 
ture teaches of the Church of Christ and her unity. 
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THE SITUATION IN 1961 


From here we look to the ecumenical situation of the 
year 1961 when the WCC will try to formulate anew 
its aims. The meeting of the Central Committee of 
St. Andrews has worked out the proposals which are 
now available in the Ecumenical Review (Oct. 1960). 
We discuss briefly two of them: (1) the tasks assigned 
to the Commission on Faith and Order and (2) the 
Basis of the World Council. Both are closely related. 

As to the Commission on Faith and Order, the prob- 
lem is whether this Commission should define for the 
WCC “the unity we seek.” Thus far the Council has 
abstained from giving such a definition, but has left 
it to each member church to understand the “unity 
which God wills for His Church” according to her 
own ecclesiological convictions. The main issue is 
whether “organic,” “churchly unity” should be aimed 
at by the World Council, or whether it should be 
satisfied with federation and cooperation. In other 
words, should the World Council envisage one united 
church or not? 

The idea of a united church in which the existing 
churches would be integrated is favored by all the 
champions of church unions on the mission fields and 
in America. It corresponds to the “Findings of the 
Ecumenical Youth Assembly in Europe” which was 
held at Lausanne in 1960. It would be the logical 
consequence of the endorsement of so many church 
unions by the World Council of Churches, especially 
since the Commission on Faith and Order has already, 
through “unofficial consultations” which henceforth 
would become “official,” assisted in the establishment 
of such unions. While men like Bishop Newbigin 
would ardently support the new course, Archbishop 
Fisher and Dr. Fry have expressed themselves more 
cautiously, the latter having warned against neglect of 
consensus of faith as precondition of unity, and the 
former having emphasized in a remarkable way “that 
God’s first will for His Church is the unity of spirit 
in the bond of peace, a unity compatible with a good 
deal of disunity of theological formulation or organi- 
zational rules.” One has the impression that here the 
realistic churchman speaks in view of a possible change 
of the relationship with Rome. Could it be that the 
proposal of a “fellowship of the churches” as a com- 
mon front of Christendom against the antireligious and 
anti-Christian forces of our age, made by the Ecu- 
menical Patriarch in 1920, will be revived in a form 
agreeable even to Rome? These are the two possibilities 
before those who in New Delhi have to decide the 
future of the World Council of Churches. 

Whatever the outcome of the debate at New Delhi 
will be (the outcome will certainly not be a clear 
decision, but a compromise ), it will not mean a change 
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in the ecumenical policy of the Protestant churches 
within the WCC. They will go on in their process of 
unification. And to them the Faith and Order Com 
mission will give both the program and, through con 
sultation, the directives. “The Commission on Faith 
and Order understands that the unity which is both 
God’s will and His gift to His Church is one which 
brings all in each place who confess Christ Jesus as 
Lord into a fully committed fellowship with one an- 
other through one baptism into Him, holding the one 
apostolic faith, preaching the one Gospel and breaking 
the one bread . . . and which at the same time unites 
them with the whole Christian fellowship in all places 
and all ages in such ways that ministry and members 
are acknew ‘ledged by all and that all can act and speak 
together.” This statement in the R teport for New Delhi 
sounds very good. This is indeed the unity of Christ's 
Church: One Lord, one faith, one baptism, one Gospel, 
one sacrament of Holy Communion. The question is: 
What do we mean by that? What does it mean to 
recognize Christ Jesus as “Lord”? Have we one Lord, 
if some of us understand “Lord” in the sense of the 
Creeds and the New Testament as “Kyrios,” God as he 
reveals himself, God of God, very God of very God, 
and others, while attributing to Jesus Christ authority, 
are not prepared to ascribe to him the full divinity? 
Have we one apostolic faith and one Gospel if we 
allow so much “reasonable liberty” in the interpretation 
of Scripture that some deny the atoning sacrifice of 
Christ and “demythologize” the Gospel of Christmas 
and Easter to such a degree that they deny the New 
Testament message of the Virgin Birth and the Empty 
Sepulchre? Or let us take the example of the “one 
baptism” which the Nicene Creed confesses on the 
basis of Ephesians 4:5. How can we overcome the 
tragic situation that some regard baptism of infants as 
necessary and others regard it as invalid? that to some 
baptism is the washing of regeneration in the strict 
sense of an instrument and to others it is a sign of 
regeneration? Most certainly we cannot overcome this 
by that compromise suggested for the Church of North 
India-Pakistan and other union churches and already 
practiced in similar churches where both infant and 
“believer's” baptism are recognized as alternatives. The 
thesis on “Baptism in Christ” adopted by the Faith and 
Order Conference at Oberlin, 1957, also amounts to 
the same thing. It cannot give a solution but simply 
claims “our deep unity in baptism” in spite of the 
existing differences. This “unity” includes obviously 
those also who do not practice any sacrament. The 
theses of Oberlin on baptism and the Table of the 
Lord could be adopted only because the Quakers did 
not protest against them but frankly stated that they 

interpreted them in accord with their belief in the 
non-necessity of outward rites and elements (Report, 
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p. 205). We are obliged to honor any such serious 
conviction. But we must ask whether we honestly can 
claim fellowship “through one baptism” with people 
who refuse to be baptized. Has not the time come 
when the WCC and its National Councils must de- 
clare that this is a state of untruthfulness which must 
come to an end? Will the Commission on Faith and 
Order understand that no true unity can ever be 
attained through its present methods of compromise? 

The really tragic situation of the WCC becomes ob- 
vious if we consider the proposed alteration of its 
“Basis.” “The World Council 
of Churches is a fellowship of churches which accept 
Nobody 
was happy about this formula which had been taken 
over from the old World Conference on Faith and 
Order and which goes back to the nineteenth century 


The present Basis reads: 


our Lord Jesus Christ as God and Saviour.” 


when the term “to accept our Lord Jesus Christ as God 
and Saviour” was used against Unitarians and others 
It was a care- 
lessly framed formula, meant to imply the historic 
Trinitarian faith but proving to be Christologically 
insufficient because it did not do justice to the historic 
the God-Man Jesus Christ. 
it was interpreted 


who denied the full divinity of Christ. 


doctrine of In Evanston 
as implying the doctrine of the 
lrinity. A proposal made by the bishops of Norway 
could not be dealt with at that time for constitutional 
reasons. They suggested speaking of “churches which, 
according to the Holy Scriptures, contess Jesus Christ 
as Lord and Saviour.” This has now been incorporated 
into the text recommended to the Assembly at New 


Delhi: ‘ 


confess the 


‘The WCC is a fellowship of churches which 
Lord Jesus Christ as God and Saviour 
according to the Scriptures and therefore seek to ful- 
hill their common calling to the glory of the one God, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.” 
better. 


This formula sounds 
But on closer examination it cannot be regarded 
as a real improvement because it lacks clarity and can 
be interpreted in various ways. What does “according 
to the Scriptures” mean? It means neither the sola 
scriptura of the Reformation nor the recognition of the 
doctrine held by our Lord and his apostles, by all Cath- 
olic churches East and \ est and by all churches of 
the Reformation, that Holy Scripture is the Word of 
God given by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit. Every 
body can understand the phrase according to his 
pleasure. The same lack of clarity is obvious in its 
which can be ac- 
cepted by all Monophysites and Docetists, 


Christology: “God and Saviour,” 


does not 
If the “Basis” 
“the One 


God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit” could not be men- 


fully re .nder the orthodox C hristology. 
were to expre SS the doctrine of the Trinity, 


tioned only in a doxological formula, which again any- 
body can interpret as he pleases, even in the sense 


More: wer, if the 


ot a modalistic or economic trinitv. 
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Trinity were to be referred to as an object of faith, it 
had to be mentioned together with the Person of Christ 
as that which the churches “confess.” The formula, as 
it reads now, is obviously a compromise, theologically 
quite insufficient and in its ambiguity misleading. 
The confusion is not the fault only of the present 
leadership of the WCC. If this elite of Protestant 
churchmanship and theology is not able to produce 
anything better, then the 
viduals only. 


fault cannot be in indi 
The present writer, who has been active 
in the World Conference on Faith and Order for ten 
years, who has translated thousands of pages of ecu 
menical documents and papers and has himself written 
repeatedly on these questions, has come to the con- 
viction that the reason for our inability to express doc- 
trinal consensus is to be found in the tragic fact that 
modern Protestantism has lost, along with the under- 
standing of the dogma of the Church, in her nature, 
her function, and her content, the ability to think dog- 
matically, that is, to think in terms of a trans-subjective 
truth which is given to us in the revelation of God. 
This is also the reason we are no longer able to reject 
error and heresy. Our fathers at the time of the Refor- 
mation had that ability. In spite of all the divisions 
and controversies that divided sixteenth century Chris- 
tendom, there was the common Christian possession 
of “the sublime articles concerning the divine majesty,” 
that is, the doctrines of the Trinity and the Person 
of Christ “concerning which,” as Luther put it, “there 
is no contention or dispute, since we on either side 
confess them.” And, despite the various views of the 
interpretation of Scripture, there was on all sides 
the conviction that Holy Scripture is God’s Word 
and that nobody must teach against it. As long as 
we have not regained that amount of consensus in 
the recognition of an objective truth that is binding 
on us all, our endeavors to find agreement on matters 
of Faith and Order will only increase the doubts of 
our felativistic theologies and the disorder of present- 
day Christendom. The World Conference of Lausanne 
recommended as minimum requirement of unity the 
common acceptance of the Apostles’ and the Nicene 
Creeds. That the Nicene Creed should become the 
basis of the WCC was suggested in a recommendation 
for Amsterdam, 1948 (“The Universal Church 
God’s Design. An Ecumenical Study Prepared under 
the Auspices of the WCC,” 1948, pp. 196 £.). Modern 
Protestantism is no longer able to confess this Creed 
which all great Protestant churches theoretically have 
in common with all Catholic churches East and West. 
Should ever the day come when this great ecumenical 
Creed which is thoroughly biblical, as it establishes the 
authority of the Scriptures, becomes again a living con 
fession, there will be a basis for a sound ecumenical 
movement in a federation of Christian churches. ENw 
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THE PREACHER: 


W. Carter Johnson 


W. Carter Johnson is Pastor of 
The First Baptist Church, Man- 
chester-by-the-Sea, Massachusetts. 
Born in West Virginia in 1920, he 
is still a young man in a young 
Church. He was ordained by the 
Baptist General Conference in 
1948. He is a graduate of Barring- 
ton Bible College, holds the A.B. 
in Theology from Gordon College, 
and receives his B.D. this year from Gordon Divinity 
School. He is married and has two children. His experi- 
ence in four pastorates, and on the college and seminary 
campuses, has given him a love for people and a desire 
to be spiritually helpful. Now and then he dreams of more 
study and then of teaching in the field of practical theology. 





he man talking with me was a study in despond- 
ency. His face, the tone of his voice—his entire 
attitude—betrayed a sense of frustration. Was he a lost 
soul needing Christ? No, he was a believer. In fact, 
he was a minister of the Gospel. Yet he felt completely 
defeated. 

This is no isolated case. In spite of the upsurge of 
vigor in evangelical theological thought, a sense of 
defeatism exists in many a local church. The spiritual 
indifference and the materialistic idolatry of our age at 
times seems insuperable. Thus there comes over the 
church a sense of frustration and defeat. There comes 
a wearying in welldoing. 

This defeatism may be understandable, but it is not 
excusable! The Bible knows nothing of the word 
“defeat” as applied to the Church of Jesus Christ! 
Hardship—yes; opposition—yes, but never defeat! Jesus 
described the Church as a conquering power, against 
which the very gates of hell shall not prevail. And 
these words were not merely theoretical because the 
carly Church revealed precisely this character. She was 
imperfect: she was not without her faults and weak- 
nesses, but she was still a mighty force for God in 
spite of all the opposition of her day. 

What has happened to enable this creeping paralysis 
of defeatism to overcome us? One fact is certain: the 
Church today can triumph! She can be a power for 
God! She can reach men and women for Jesus Christ! 
But she must learn some lessons from the early Church 
and apply these to her own life. 


One portion of the book of the Acts, chapter 4:1-31, 


The Church That Triumphs 
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THE TEXT: Acts 4:1-31 
And as they spake unto the people, the priests, and the 
captain of the temple, and the Sadducees, came upon them, 
being grieved that they taught the people, and preached 
through Jesus the resurrection from the dead. And they laid 
hands on them, and put them in hold unto the next day. ... 
And it came to pass on the morrow, that their rulers, and 
elders, and scribes, and Annas the high prist, and Caiaphas, 
and John, and Alexander, and as many 
kindred of the high pticest ... 


as were of the 
asked, By what power, or 
by what name, have ye done this? Then Peter, filled with 
the Holy Ghost, said unto them . . . Be it known unto you 
all, and to all the people of lend that by the name of 
Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom ye crucified, whom God 
raised from the dead, even by him doth this man stand here 
before you whole. This is the stone . . . set at nought of 
you builders, which is become the head of the corner. 





gives us some of these lessons. The scene is Jerusalem 
In Acts, chapter 3, we have Peter and John healing a 
lame man and then preaching the Gospel to the crowd 
which gathers. Now, in chapter 4, comes the opposi- 
tion. The apostles are taken, placed in prison, and 
the next day they are brought before the Sanhedrin. 
Notice that the opposition came especially from the 
Sadducees. Briefly, they were a Jewish sect who were 
rationalists in religion. They denied the supernatural. 
They scoffed at the idea of miracles and ridiculed the 
thought of a bodily resurrection. Many of them were 
wealthy and exercised tremendous political influence. 
This then was the group which arrayed itself against 
the apostles: a group which was the embodiment of 
theological unbelief, cultural snobbery, materialistic 
indifference, and political high-handedness. Formidable 
opposition indeed! Yet it was not the Sanhedrin which 
triumphed, but the Church! We repeat, the Church 
today can triumph, by applying the lessons set forth 
in this passage. 


AN IRRESISTIBLE COMPULSION 


The first lesson is this. The church that triumphs must 
be gripped by an irresistible compulsion. One is imme- 
diately struck by the tremendous motivation of these 
men. They were told pointedly in verse 18, “not to 
speak at all nor teach in the name of Jesus.” They 
replied simply in verse 20, “We cannot but speak. . . .” 
There was that within them which made it impossible 
for them to do otherwise! 

Notice that this compulsion stemmed first from an 
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intense conviction. “We cannot but speak the things 
have seen and heard.” These men had 
walked with Jesus. They had heard his words and 


which we 


marveled at his works. Then they had seen their 
world collapse around them in the darkness of Cal- 
vary. They remembered how they had struggled with 
their sorrow-benumbed minds to understand that Jesus 
was really dead! 

But something had changed all that! There was 
first the bewilderment as they had stood staring into 
the empty tomb and realized that Jesus was not there! 
Then suddenly, as a meadow-mist is dispelled by the 
rising sun, their doubts were lifted! Jesus himself, alive, 
stood before them! Jesus, triumphant over death! Jesus 


”y 


saying, “handle me and see”! Incredible!—but glori- 


ously and wonderfully true! Jesus lives! 

“And you tell us to be quiet? One may as easily 
command the sun to stop shining or all the waves of 
all the oceans to be still! These things are part of 
our very lives! We know whereof we speak and we 
must speak! We have a message of forgiveness and of 
lite!” 

How different this is from the way in which so 
“Speak for 


men 


many Christians today tace the world! 


Christ?” they say. “We can't speak!” These 


said “We cannot but speak!” This is far more than a 
difference of a word. It indicates 
the life! Could it be that we have lost the intensity 


of conviction? Could it be that we are no longer 


a basic difference in 


gripped by the great facts and implications of the 
Gospel as these are revealed unto us in the Scriptures? 
Most of us would hasten to say that there has been no 
lessening of our theological convictions. But this is not 


the whole of the matter! 


Are our convictions of the 
kind that issue in compulsion? When we truly be- 
lieve, we not only lay hold upon the great truths of 
the Faith, but they lay hold upon us! Christ becomes 
a living reality in our experience! Therefore we must 
speak! We must speak because of the joy of our own 
salvation: we must speak because the salvation of 
others depends upon it! 

But this compulsion stemmed also from a divine 
command. Jesus had said to them, “Ye shall be wit- 
nesses unto me. Now Peter says in verse 19, 
“Whether it be right in the sight of God to hearken 


unto you more than unto God, judge ye.” Should we 


obey God? To put the question is to answer it! If God 
be God, 
Him! 

In the North Pacific lies the little island of Iwo. Its 
dry surface of volcanic ash has been likened to a land- 
scape on the moon. For this tiny but vital piece of 
land we paid the price of some 21,000 casualties in our 


He is our Sovereign Lord! We must obey 


war with Japan. For the men who took it, it was never 
a question of a feeling of adequacy or inadequacy, 
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courage or lack of it. 
command! 

How strange that we, as Christians, can so easily 
cast aside the fact that we are commanded to speak 
for Jesus Christ! It isn’t merely a question of feeling, 
but of obedience! The Church that triumphs must be 
gripped by an irresistible compulsion, so filled with 
intense conviction and so under the Lordship of Jesus 
Christ that she must speak for God! And this is not 
the responsibility of a few, but of every believer! 


They took it in obedience to a 


AN IRREFUTABLE EVIDENCE 


But there is another lesson. The church that triumphs 
must present to the world an irrefutable evidence. 
Come back to our two apostles. They had preached 
that this Jesus who had been crucified, had also been 
raised from the dead—that he is the Living Lord 
through whom there is forgiveness of sins and eternal 
life. Weighty words indeed!—but what evidence was 
there for these supernatural claims? The answer was 
simple—the healed man. Who made this man whole? 
Jesus of Nazareth! 
before you whole”! 


“By him doth this man stand here 
Then we read in verse 14, “And 
beholding the man which was healed standing with 
them, they could say nothing against it.” Let the Sad- 
ducees deny the supernatural! Let them scoff at the 
idea of miracles! Before them stood the irrefutable 
evidence! 

The Church that triumphs must not merely proclaim 
the Gospel, but she must present to the world the 
evidence of the reality of that which she preaches! 
Now what is this evidence? It is none other than the 
“healed man”—not a man healed in body, but a man 
made whole in his basic nature—a man whose life has 
been transformed by the power of Jesus Christ. 

Every Christian is to stand before the world as a 
“healed man”—the living evidence of the power of 
God in the life! Yet how often the Church presents an 
entitely different spectacle to the world! How often 
the lines of distinction are so effaced that it is prac- 
tically impossible to distinguish the professing Christian 
from the one who makes no such profession! When 
this is the case, it is no wonder that the world turns 
a deaf ear to our preaching! If the Church is to triumph 
we must first of all examine ourselves! There must be 
confession of sin! There must be a return to godly 
living! Our own lives must be the irrefutable evidence 
of the truth we proclaim! 

David Brainerd, seriously ill with consumption, 
labored so intensely among the Indians of the Dela 
ware River that he died of the disease when only 29 
years of age. But his success was not merely because 
of the intensity of his work. It was because of his godly 
life. Those to whom he preached saw the evidence 
of the truth he proclaimed! So must it be with us! 
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But the Church that triumphs must also be in the 
work of healing men. That prince of expositors, Dr. 
G. Campbell Morgan, once said that the Church that 
is not healing men has no argument. It is time for us 
to stop judging the spirituality and effectiveness of a 
church by the number of activities listed in the Sun- 
day bulletin. Activity alone is never an indication of 
true spiritual life or accomplishment! The vital ques- 
tion is, what is the purpose of those activities and what 
are the results? Are we reaching men for Jesus Christ? 
Is our labor directed toward the salvation of souls and 
the transformation of lives? This is the evidence which 
we must present to the world and for this there is no 
substitute! 


AN INEXHAUSTIBLE POWER 


But there is yet a third lesson. The Church that Tri- 
umphs Must Rely Upon an Inexhaustible Power. No- 
tice the rather ludicrous spectacle of this meeting in 
Jerusalem. Here, sitting cross-legged in a great semi- 
circle, in an attitude of ecclesiastical solemnity, are the 
religious dignitaries. Before them, in the center, stand 
these two apostles and the unnamed man who had been 
healed. The contrast is striking. These three have no 
wealth. They have no social prominence. No political 
power stands behind them. They are, as verse 13 tells 
us, “unlearned and ignorant men.” These words are 
not used here in the sense in which we often use them 
today. The term “unlearned” means simply that they 
had no formal rabbinical training. The word translated 


The sermon “The Church That Triumphs” was nominated 
for Curistianity Topay’s Select Sermon Series by Dr. Lloyd 
M. Perry, Professor of Practical Theology in Gordon Divinity 
School. His overcomment follows: 


This sermon was selected because of its principles of sermon 
construction, persuasive appeal, practical application, pro- 
gressive development, positive emphasis, pertinence to present- 
day living, and its plain presentation of biblical truth. 

Unity of thought characterizes the content. One controlling 
assertion, phrased in the form of a proposition of ability serves 
to crystallize the content of the entire message: “The Church 
today can triumph.” 

The introduction has its setting in the community. It makes 
a realistic appraisal of the Church as she stands in the midst 
of our present-day life. The sermon then proceeds to lead 
the reader from the immediate community to the cross of 
Christ. The language of the introduction stimulates interest 
since it employs life-situation terminology. It is phrased in 
terms of the modern American idiom. 

The body of the message—consisting of the three lessons 
stated in alliterative form together with their development— 
is well proportioned, progressive, and easy to follow. These 
lessons are drawn directly from one passage of Scripture. This 


—_—_—[—[—S—S—S—S—SSSSaza=a—"N"o6w]lwv’v_—=a"a"_>=a_—l—~”=]"’{z!__——~>={—a—e=a—_a=qae=—a]a]ay_{aaiq{=q{"q{T=xa{an{=x{[{—_—_]”=lclU[[[][][][[l[lT—==lese™=*x=[==_[=_—E_===>=>—_ 


COMMENT ON THE SERMON 





CHRISTIANITY TODAY 


“ignorant” was often used merely in the sense of a 
lay-person or common person as distinguished from one 
of special training or position. The thought is that the 
apostles were just common people. 

How could they stand against such opposition? 
There is one answer. They relied upon an inexhaust- 
ible power, the power of the Risen Christ realized in 
their lives through the indwelling Spirit of God! The 
result was triumph! In verse 31 we read, “they spake 
the Word of God with boldness.” They spoke freely, 
clearly, fully. There was no stifling of the message, no 
hesitation. The power of God rested upon them! 

But this is merely stating the result. Let us trace 
backward briefy and notice the factors which contrib- 
uted to this result. We notice first that this powerful 
ministry of the Word was wholly the result of the 
activity of the Holy Spirit. Verse 31 says, “and they 
were all filled with the Holy Ghost, and they spake 
the word. . . .” It was God at work and not men only! 
We must never forget this! These things cannot be 
done in the energy of the flesh. God’s power will be 
evidenced only when the Church is filled with the 
Spirit of God and is under his guidance and control! 

But come back one step more. Here we come to the 
factor of prayer. In this same verse we read, “And 
when they had prayed . . . they were all filled with 
the Holy Ghost. . . .” Here are three great inseparables 
—the power of God, the filling of the Holy Spirit, and 
the exercise of prayer. “Ah”, we say, “but we do pray!” 
True, yet it isn’t the form of prayer but the attitude 





fact may well enhance the teaching value of the sermon. These 
main points of emphasis in the sermon are not only scripturally 
undergirded but are stated as pertinent truths applicable to 
the Church of our day. 

The major illustrations represent different areas of interest. 
These include personal experience, war, missions, biography, 
evangelism, and biblical life. They are concise and stated 
in vivid language. 

Application of the sermonic truths appears throughout the 
message. This tends to keep the interest. Although the 
primary emphasis within the sermon is the edification of the 
saints there is also material which may be used by the Holy 
Spirit for the salvation of sinners. The application in the 
conclusion crystallizes and re-emphasizes that which has per- 
meated the sermon. The conclusion stimulates the reader, 
and encourages him to think upon his ways and to change 
them. He is prompted to cry out as did listeners to an earlier 
sermon, “What shall we do?” (Acts 2:37). The recapitula- 
tion of the lessons at the close of the message serves to fix 
the message in mind. 

The biblical foundation, spiritual warmth, and directness 
of style gives the feeling that the sermon does not originate 
with the preacher, but that he is being used as a channel 
for a message which has a higher origin. L.M.P. 
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of the heart in prayer that is all-important! Is Jesus 
Christ everything to that praying heart? 

We sense this in the prayer of these disciples. They 
had now returned to the company of believers. They 
had been commanded not to speak in Jesus’ name. 
Then they prayed, and the essence of their prayer was 
that God would enable them to be faithful and to be 
“Lord, bless the 
“Lord, 
how many children need the Gospel, but I can’t 


used for his glory! How easy to say, 
financial needs of our church, but I can’t tithe!” 
teach!” “Lord, there are so many homes without any 
contact with the church, but I can’t visit!” How often 
there is simply an unwillingness to be used of God as 
an instrument in the answering of the prayers we speak 
with our lips! No wonder there is often so little evi- 
dence of the power of God! 

There is a tremendous challenge to us in the prayers 
of these men, but there is also wonderful encourage- 
ment. These who prayed and these who were so might- 
ily filled with the Holy Spirit were just common men! 
D. L. Moody, who put his arms around two continents 
and drew them to Jesus Christ was just a common 
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man, but he was a common man in the hands of God! 
This is at once the marvel of the grace of God and the 
glory of the Church—that common men can talk with 
God, and common men can be filled with his Spirit! 
And after all, are we not all just common men? But 
herein is our glory and our power, that even we, com- 
pletely surrendered unto the Lordship of Jesus Christ, 
can know the inexhaustible power of the living God 
in our lives! 

The Church, the Body of Christ, can triumph today, 
but we as individual members of the Church must 
learn anew these lessons and apply them to our own 
hearts! nations have been forced to 
make “agonizing reappraisals” of their status in the 
world. May God give us grace to make an “agonizing 
reappraisal” 


In recent days, 


of our own lives—to face our failures, 
to repent of our sin, and to surrender our lives wholly 
to the Lordship of Jesus Christ! May we be gripped 
by this irresistible compulsion; may we present before 
the world this irrefutable evidence; may we rely wholly 
upon the inexhaustible power of God in our lives! 


This, and this alone, is the means of triumph! END 


Election and Doctrinal Reaction 


G. C. BERKOUWER 


he preaching of Divine Election has ever and again 
dug deep into the life and thinking of the Church. 
No doctrine has evoked more intense debates. How 
often the mention of Election has seemed to many of 


Has 


it not often suggested the terror of an arbitrary Deity 


its critics a threat to the assurance of their faith. 


hiding in the shadows of the Christian faith? 
aroused, but not the 
Christian doctrine of Election so much as caricatures 


Sharp reactions have been 


of it are to blame. 


THEOLOGICAL REACTION 


Reaction is a phenomenon in Christian thought that 
has played a large role in the history of the Church and 


G. C. Berkouwer is Professor of Systematic Theology in Free 
University of Amsterdam. Now 57, he is writing the fifteenth 
of 20 volumes on systematic theology. Most recently trans- 
lated into English is his work on Divine Election. The elev- 
enth volume in his series, on The Image of God, will soon go 
to press in an English edition. The volume on Sin and on 
Christ and the Sacraments are being translated for publication. 
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its theology. Reaction from some unbiblically one-sided 
proposition has often landed theology in another un- 
biblically one-sided proposition. Theologians attacking 
a caricatured theology have often created their own 
caricature of Christian thought. Observing that a given 
aspect of faith was neglected, Christians have often 
proceeded to accentuate that aspect so much that it 
became the be-all of faith, with a resulting neglect of 
other aspects. 

Many examples of such reactionary theologies could 
be given. In times when faith became intellectualized 
and to that extent impoverished, a reaction set in in 
the form of experiential theologies that had hardly any 
place for the knowledge of faith. Then, again in re- 
action, rationalism set in once more. It is a fact that 
theologians have seldom responded sanely to theologi- 
cal caricatures. In reaction to the merit system of 
Roman theology, some Christians devalued the neces- 
sity of good works in any form. Indeed, one writer of 
the sixteenth century wrote that good works were 
actually dangerous to a person’s salvation. A more 
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Do you know the full meaning of 


The Lord’s Prayer? 


It is a short prayer, easy to memorize, 
but what does it mean! In April Reader’s 
Digest a minister starts with “Our 
Father’’ and, phrase by phrase, reveals 


the depths which underlie the familiar 
words. Read this thoughtful article 
and you'll find life filled with new 
freshness and hope! 


There IS a Lowell Thomas! 


TV tried to capture him on tear-jerking ‘“This is Your Life’. . . 
but it backfired because the man is more fabulous than the fable! 
This book-length feature presents, with humor and insight, a 
globe-trotting, history-chasing, movie-making phenomenon who 
“has dined with cannibals without becoming part of the dinner!” 
Enjoy it in the April issue of Reader’s Digest. 


New Ways to Finance a College Education. Thousands 
of bright—but broke—young people are now in college 
on borrowed money. Educational loans have increased 
17-fold in just 5 years. Learn the 4 principal sources of 
these long-term, low-interest loans—and why so many 
college graduates find borrowing pays! 


“You are Under Attack!"’ The Strange Incident of Oc- 
tober 5. Number 5 flashed red at Air Defense Command 
headquarters in Colorado. It was saying: “Jt’s 99.9 per 
cent certain that you are under ICBM attack!’’ Should we 
unleash our retaliatory forces? Read why, after 60 
terrifying seconds, the decision was ‘“‘No’’—and what 
actually caused the radar’s report. 


Stuttering is an Avoidable Accident. Most stuttering 
by children can now be prevented or cured, say University 
of Iowa researchers who believe they have pinpointed the 
real cause of this painful, embarrassing defect. Read how 
even adults who have stuttered for years now have new 
hope of regaining normal speech. 


The Drummer Boy of Shiloh. He was only 14, and it’s 
not surprising that on the night before the battle he 
should cry . . . But then comes the General.—And you 
will want to listen in, as they talk—on an April night, 
long ago . . . Don’t miss this beautifully written fiction 
feature by Ray Bradbury in April Reader’s Digest. 


These Fighters Against Youth Crime Need Your Help. 
J. Edgar Hoover warns that the alarming increase in 
juvenile crime is a terrible sickness which threatens our 
nation’s very existence. In this sobering article, the dean 
of American crime fighters cites the principal causes for 
young gangsterism, and gives a workable formula for us 
to follow in developing better citizens. 


There’s Magic in a Word of Praise. Do you frequently 
fail to pass on pleasant truths that would make others 
happy? Do you know the right way to give a compliment? 
Here, reprinted by request in the April issue of the Reader’s 
Digest, are secrets of an art that can win new friends— 
and bring you as much pleasure as those you praise. 


More than 40 articles and features 
of lasting interest in 
Apri Reader’s Digest...now on sale! 
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contemporary example of reactionary theology is to be 
seen in the doctrine of the Atonement. Gustaf Aulén 
has reacted against the idea of Atonement set forth in 
purely judicial or forensic terms and has himself set 
forth Atonement as a victorious liberation from the 
powers of sin and corruption. Aulén felt that the 
satisfaction theory of Atonement prevailed so exclu- 
sively in Anselm’s thought that the dramatic portrayal 
of Atonement as triumph over the powers of evil was 
lost. Bolstered by the conviction that he was recap- 
turing the thought of Irenaeus and Luther, Aulén 
then presented the dramatic theory—or, as he called it, 
the classic theory—of the Atonement in so exclusive 
a manner as almost to rule out Christ's redemption of 
sinners from their guilt. 


CARICATURE OF ELECTION 


But reactionary theology has never been as evident as 
it has been in the case of the doctrine of Divine Elec- 
tion. If one is at all informed concerning the tensions 
that have prevailed concerning this doctrine, he will 
know that reaction has usually been aroused by the 
notion of arbitrariness in the Divine Election of sinners. 
Reaction was not aroused simply by the notion of 
Election, but especially by what seemed to be a deter- 
ministic element in some constructions of Election. 
Such reactions are very understandable, for the biblical 
doctrine of Election has at times been presented as 
though it were a parallel to the Islamic doctrine of 
election. The only difference was that in one system 
Allah was the determiner and in the other system God 
was the determiner. Election was felt by many, thus, 
to be a view of the world according to which everything 
was settled, in which nothing could be changed, and 
before which a person could only bow his head in 
resignation. All of life—including the Christian life— 
was caught in a huge net of divine causality; the only 
decision that really mattered in life was the arbitrary 
decision of the Deity made before we were born. 

Jesus Christ was still recognized in the system, but 
the image of Christ was shadowed under the dark 
cloud of a fatalistic doctrine of Election. One’s personal 
faith seemed threatened by the thought that we could 
be sure of Christ’s grace only after we were sure of our 
favored position within Divine Election. It was made 
to seem as though we must first secure our faith in 
Election, outside of Christ, and only then are we given 
confidence to accept the promise of salvation in Christ 
for ourselves. 

Reaction to this kind of caricature of the doctrine 
of Election often resulted in theology’s handing over 
the decision as to his salvation to man himself, and 
leaving everything to the free will of man. Or, some 
others sought different grounds than election for assur- 
ance. Max Weber characterized Calvinism as being 
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insecure in view of Divine Election (and the arbitrary 
God) and as thus seeking compensation for its inse- 
curity in rigorous works and in its sense of calling to 
labor for the Kingdom. (Hence, he explains, the stren- 
uous moralism of Calvinism was a compensation for 
the insecurity caused by its doctrine of Election.) 
Without judging Weber's thesis, we may say that it 
illustrates a search for assurance and peace somewhere 
other than in the caricature of Divine Election. 


TAKING MAN'S DECISION SERIOUSLY 


We must recognize that a more serious error can hardly 
be conceived than the substitution of fatalism for the 
biblical portrayal of the electing God. The God of 
Divine Election of Ephesians 1:4 cannot have any- 
thing in common with an arbitrary Deity. Fatalism 
is infinitely removed from the biblical proclamation 
of divine sovereign Grace. Fatalism leaves no oppor 
unity for serious preaching, no room for a real offer 
of Grace, no occasion for taking man and his decision 
seriously. Fatalism under the guise of Christianity 
needs Jesus Christ only to work out the arbitrary choice 
of men by God. In fatalism, we do not really deal 
with Jesus Christ; we have to get behind him to the 
arbitrary God, if we are to deal with the real source 
of salvation. Now, given this picture of Election, we 
can understand that reaction to it would be forthcom- 
ing. Indeed, we suspect that many people have difh 
culty with the doctrine of Election because they have 
encountered the doctrine only in its caricatured form. 

Reaction played a role in the life of Arminius, too. 
When he began his controversy with the Reformed 
doctrine of Election, the sixteenth century lay behind 
him. He was aroused to intense reaction against various 
sixteenth century constructions of the doctrine of Elec- 
tion in which Jesus Christ was merely incidental, and 
the arbitrary choice of some men by God hovered as 
a shadow over the whole of Christian doctrine. Even 
if we cannot accept the theology of Arminianism, we 
must recognize that it was an attempt to counteract a 
theological determinism of somewhat less than Chris- 
tian character. If we wish to correct Arminius, we 
must first be certain that we have overcome any taint 
of determinism in our own thought and in our preach- 


ing of the Gospel. 
A CRESCENDO OF PRAISE 


There is a tragic aspect in the history of the doctrine 
of Election. Election has been called the heart of the 
Church. If this is true, we must by all means be care- 
ful what we do with the heart! How often has not 
Divine Election been talked about as though it were a 
secret kept from the simple which, if known, would 
cast a threatening shadow over their faith. In Christ 
everything seemed sure; but if Election were spoken 
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of we would be cast into doubt and anxiety about our 
salvation. In the Bible, however, Election is set within 
a wholly different context than that of perplexity, un- 
certainty, or resignation. It is always set to the tune 
of a doxology. In the great Romans 9-11 passage, Paul 
works up to a crescendo of jubilation over the depths 
of the riches of divine judgment. This is neither 
anxiety nor resignation in the face of arbitrary sov- 
ereignty. It is amazement at the ways of divine Grace. 
Paul sees these ways in the light of Election. Salvation 
is not of works, but of Him that calls. And he who 
comes to see that his salvation is not of his works but 
of God’s grace stands before Divine Election and 
therein finds his peace. 

Election is not a labyrinth of dark passages for Paul. 
It is not a threat to, but a foundation for faith and 
assurance. It also is one of the most obvious tasks of 
the Church to make clear in her preaching that Chris- 
tian faith in Election and the Mohammedan doctrine 
of determinism have nothing, absolutely nothing, in 
common. And this is not merely a matter for theo- 
logians. It is a matter close to the congregation. For 
many people have been confused by caricatures of 
Divine Election, some accepting what is tantamount to 
fatalism and others, frightened by the caricature, have 
leaped into the anxiety-laden sphere of human auton- 
omy in salvation. 

A kind of activism, a restless zeal that would com- 
pensate for the anxiety created by the mystery of 
Divine Election, has often arisen as a practical reaction 
to the doctrine of Election. On the other hand, the 
caricature of Election as determinism has also led to 
passivity. If nothing can be done to change God's will, 
the best thing to do seemed to be to do nothing. In the 
latter case, preaching lost its effect, since preaching 
could lead to no meaningful human decision. The real 
decision had already been made in eternity by God. 
The message of salvation through Christ did not seem 
able to provide foundation for assurance, since there 
was always the other, the divine decision that really 
determined everything prior to Christ. 

Over against this activism and passivism that are 
reactions to caricatures of Divine Election, we must 
make clear what the right response to the message of 
Divine Election is. It is humility, thankfulness, and 
joy at the gift of unmerited salvation. Herein lies the 
touchstone for the right insight into the preaching of 
election. Christian faith is not a blind self-abnegation 
before the unknown arbitrary God. In this connection 
we should remember the conversation between Jesus 
and Philip. Philip had learned a great deal from Jesus. 
But he had one problem that still bothered him. “Show 
us the Father,” he said, “and it sufficeth us.” Jesus’ 
answer is surprising: “Have I been with you so long, 
Philip, and yet you do not know me? He who has 
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seen me has seen the Father.” Philip amazed Jesus 
with his question; he had seen Jesus, but had been 
looking beyond Jesus for God. Jesus’ words ought to 
register a protest against all caricatures of God and his 
electing grace. When a European visits New York he 
has not seen America. But in the Gospel things are 
different. Philip thought there was something he had 
not yet seen. “Show us the Father,” he demanded. 
But the response of our Lord meant that Philip had 
seen all there was to see when he had seen the Saviour. 

There is, to be sure, also a divine wrath. But this 
wrath is directed against the unbelief that rejects the 
revelation of God in Christ. The Spirit shall convict 
the world of sin, because they did not believe in Jesus 
(John 16:9). He who hath not “seen” Jesus in faith 
shall indeed see the wrath of God. 

Responsibility in preaching and theologizing is enor- 
mous. We are responsible to witness, both in preaching 
and theologizing, of Him who is the Mirror of our 
election (Calvin) and the Book of life (Luther). Doing 
this we shall not obscure the Gospel behind the back- 
ground of the hidden things of God. In Christ we 
do not have a dark labyrinth called fate; we have a 
clear way in which men are called to walk. It is the 
way along which we see that the Bible never brings 
Divine Election into a sphere of anxiety and resig- 
nation, but rather into an atmosphere of grace with 
accents of praise. END 





Preacher in the Red 





SCANT COMFORT 


IN COLLEGE Days a friend and I taught in a small country 
Sunday School. One of the young ladies in the high school 
class became quite sick. We decided to send her a get-well 
card to cheer her up. As a spiritual help we wrote on the 
card a verse for her to look up, John 5:24. 

A few days later at Sunday School her father approached 
us with fire in his eyes and indignantly asked, “What's the 
big idea?” He showed us the card and inadvertently the “five” 
had become an “eight.” We looked up the verse and it said, 
“I said therefore unto you, that ye shall die in your sins.” 
Was my face red!—The Rev. Tgp Marrianp, Harmony Bap- 
tist Church, New Castle, Pennsylvania. 
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For each report by a minister of the Gospel of an embarrassing 
moment in his life, Curistrantry Topay will pay $5 (upon pub 
lication). To be acceptable, anecdotes must narrate factually a 
personal experience, and must be previously unpublished. Con- 
tributions should not exceed 250 words, should be typed double- 
spaced, and bear the writer's name and address. Upon accept- 
ance, such contributions become the property of CurisTiaNtTy 
Tovar. Address letters to: Preacher in the Red, Curistianity 
Topay, 1014 Washington Building, Washington 5, D. C. 
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MOBILE 


Dear Eutychus: 

Thank you for inviting me to cor- 
re spond with you during my sabbatical 
pilgrimage. It would be hard to con- 
ceive of a more thrilling travel prospectus. 
As vou know, I am combining a Wal- 
rusific Grant as Fellow Traveler with 
my appointment to the Rocking Founda- 
tion Eclectic Chair in Ecuministration 
which has generous provisions for orien- 
tation travel during the first year. There 
are still open ends in my schedule but 
I shall be looking in on Europe, Africa, 
the Near East and Asia, with a brief 
survey of South America likely. I am 
frankly disappointed that I shall not be 
taking an active part in the New Delhi 
assembly, but I still expect my visit there 
to be the high point of my tour. My 
experience will be valuable when it is 
realized some day that we younger men 
have leadership potential. In the mean- 
time I shall have enormous resources of 
lecture and sermon material. 

Enough about myself. France is a 
travel poster in spring. No wonder art 
blooms here. Today I had the breath- 
taking experience of visiting the studio 
of Le Moment. The Le Moment! De- 
lightful, indescribable confusion. One 
could trace in the strata of clutter his 
past periods: the vibrant, searing can- 
vases of his red epoch; the looming tim- 
bers of his framework hypothesis; the 
intricate hair collages of his toupé period. 
Naturally my real interest was his present 
project, the great magnesium mobile to 
be suspended in the south transept of 
the Ecclesiastical Research Library. Of 
course it was hard to appreciate the 
ethereal power of the mobile from the 
unassembled bits and pieces of wire and 
metal scattered about. And I surely could 
not understand his working sketches and 
equations. 

He explained to me his architectonic 
idea, however. The mobile is called 
Theologia Viatorum and represents the 
great movement in our time from a the- 
ology of pilgrims to a theology in pil- 
grimage. Everything in the mobile will 
be in constant motion; it will not even 
hang from a fixed point in the vault, but 
will be suspended by compressed air. 
Radiant particles will express the im- 
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EUTYCHUS and his kin 


petus to travel provided by a theology in 

movement. 
If narrow, rigid theology sent mis- 

sionaries to the ends of the earth, what 

will such fluid dynamic drive do, Euty- 

chus? 

Most fraternally, 


ALBERT IVY 
AMERICA AT A CROSSROADS 


The United States of America has come 
to a crossroads: shall we continue to 
develop the American dream of a “free 
church,” independent of government 
control, and of a government “under 
God,” free of church control or domina- 
tion? Or shall we take a new turn, go 
down the European road from which our 
ancestors were trying to escape, and ad- 
mit that it is impossible to prevent de- 
velopment of the kind of conglomerate 
situation where church and government 
struggle, one using the resources of the 
other, to accomplish their separate ob- 
yectivesr 

These alternatives have been forced 
upon the country for decision at this 
time by sudden and massive pressure to 
provide governmental assistance for de- 
The main de- 
mands for such assistance come from 
people who claim they will be satished 
with loans, but in the past have openly 
favored grants, either direct or indirect, 
under the same principle which now 
“forces” them to demand loans. 

Will Christian citizens remain silent 
at such a time of crisis? Will they not 
favor their congressmen and_ senators 
with a considered expression of their 
judgment, considerately formed? 

Oswavp C. J. HorrMann 
Office of Public Relations Director 
The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 
New York, N. Y. 


nominational schools. 


There is a crisis this spring in church- 
state relations. 

I hope your magazine will remind your 
constituency of the importance of Protes- 
tants involving themselves in the form- 
ing of public opinion to bear upon the 
Congress in its important decisions. | 
believe nearly all Protestants agree that 
public funds should be for public schools 
only even though they may be divided 
on the desirability of Federal aid to edu- 
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cation. We ought to stand for freedom 
for all to educate according to conscience. 
We are concerned for all children, their 
welfare and education, but we ought to 
be against the increasing tendency to 
seek public money for sectarian religious 
programs. EuGENE Carson Brake 

Stated Clerk of the General Assembly 
United Presbyterian Church, USA 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


The announcement of the Roman Cath- 
olic hierarchy that it will oppose Presi- 
dent Kennedy's proposal for federal fi- 
nancial assistance for public elementary 
and secondary schools unless private and 
parochial schools are included presents a 
declaration of bias against the American 
policy of public funds for public schools. 
It raises the question: What other threats 
may lie ahead? Already pastors and lay 
people of The American Lutheran 
Church have asked me to alert all our 
pastors of the dangers inherent in this 
issue. Such a letter is going out the first 
week in April. Freperick A. Scurorz 
American Lutheran Church President 
Minneapolis, Minn. 


Religious freedom faces a new crisis. 
Public funds for parochial schools vio- 
lates American tradition of separation of 
church and state. Believers in religions 
should take a stand. Please urge your 
readers to write their congressman and 
senator. Hersert S. MeEKEEL 
First Presbyterian Church 

Schenectady, N. Y. 


The current discussion of church-state 
relations is likely to set the American 
course either forward into an adequate 
future or backward into the agony and 
conflicts represented by religious con- 
flicts in the political arena. 

The crux of this controversy is whether 
or not we are to have a completely ade- 
quate program of public instruction for 
the people. Just as people have the 
tight to build their private roads so they 
should also be free to build their private 
schools at their own expense, but we 
must insist on using public funds for 
public purposes. 

We encourage the people of the 
churches to take their full civic responsi- 
bility by keeping in contact with their 
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TENDER TYRANT by Carvel Lee 


This is the story of Jeanie, the author’s mentally 
retarded younger sister. Tender Tyrant is written 
from a heart full of love, sharing the poignancy 
and human warmth in the daily experiences of a 
family that turned a “‘trial’’ into a triumph, 


PASTORAL CARE AND 
PSYGHOTHERAPY by Peder Olsen 


Translated by Herman E. Jorgensen 


A hospital chaplain in Norway reveals how 
physicians and clergy in Oslo have “teamed up” 
to bring both spiritual and physical help to their 
hospital patients. Helpful reading for pastors, 
physicians, nurses, . psychiatrists, and social 


160 pages, workers, 
cloth $3.50 


GOD’S PROMISES AND OUR PRAYERS by J.C. K. Preus 


A family book of prayers for many occasions and circumstances—morning 
and evening, special church days, home and family prayers, national 
ee holidays, and many more. Special selections from the Scriptures accompany 


“ie most of the prayers. 
160 pages, 
cloth $3.00 


THE ANSWER OF FAITH by Kai Jensen 
Translated by Dr. John M. Jensen 


Eight dynamic sermons on faith and related subjects by one 
of Denmark’s best-known preachers. “Faith,” says Jensen, 
“ts life. Faith is not something we have, it is something that 
has us.”” The author declares that submission to Christ is 
the heart of true faith. 


YOUR NEIGHBOR’S FAITH 
A Lutheran Looks at Other Churches by William A. Poovey 


Here the author provides a broad look at “the denominational 

crazy quilt that is America” A bright, readable volume, 125 pages, 128 pages, 
presenting the basic emphasis and spirit of many denomina- cloth $2.50 PRR re rk 
tions. Illustrated. steele ee 

GOME AND SEE THE SYMBOLS paper —" 

OF MY CHURCH by James S. Kerr é 

Photography by Paul Wychor 

Illustrations by Helen Huntington 

A delightful and instructive explanation, with photographs 

and illustrations, of the many important symbols of the Cs a, i 
Christian Church—symbols for Father, Son, and Holy . : mea 
Ghost; Communion, Baptism, and many more. Written in a ; ; ee rn 
language gradesters can understand but educational for the aa age 

entire family. 


OUT OF OLD RUTS by Oscar C. Hanson 


A challenging book that points the way for today’s Christians 

out of old ruts of mechanical sameness, traditional form, ; - 

spiritual dullness, and ineffective ‘“‘Churchianity” into fruit- aeP 2 108 pages, 
ful Christian action in their local sphere of living. ea paper $1.75 


at your bookstore 


Published by Augsburg PUBLISHING HOUSE 
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Family 
Talk 


WITH 


) 


The Impossible Becomes 
Possible! 








Did you ever think what an 
impossible job we are trying 
to do in making the things of 
the Bible real and meaningful 
to people, especially children? 

Here we are, trying to tell 


about stories, events, para- 
bles, and truths that have 
their setting two thousand 


years ago, in a foreign land, 
and in a strange culture. And 
we are trying to clarify all of 
this to our Sunday School and 
Vacation Bible School pu- 
pils who are living in the 
twentieth-century space age! 
What a job! One could spend 
a life time of research and 
study in Bible backgrounds 

. come to think of it, Bibli- 
cal archeologists and scholars 
do just that. 

I think the Lord expects all 
of us to study to do our best 
work and to use good teaching 
tools to make His Word un- 
derstood. 

To help you in your classes 
and church groups I urge you 
to use Family Films new 
“Land of the Bible” motion 
pictures and the “Understand- 
ing the Bible Lands” film- 
strips. I would like to send 
vou, absolutely free, a com- 
plete set of utilization guides 
for the seven motion pictures 
and a descriptive filmstrip 
folder. Write me today. 


Audio-Visual Counseling Dept. 
5823 Santa Monica Blvd. 
Hollywood 38, Calif. 


“representatives,” and with the news- 
papers and other mass media in support 
of the high human values and the future 
of freedom. C. EMAaNuEt CARLSON 

Executive Director 
Baptist Joint Committee on 

Public Affairs 

Washington, D. C. 


The 


over aid to parochial schools is but a 


present church-state controversy 
part of the long battle over separation of 
church and state. Federal money should 
be used exclusively for public schools. 
Strong support for President Kennedy’s 
stand will come from all religious groups. 
It would be tragic for the battle lines on 
this issue to be drawn strictly with regard 
to denominational afhliation. Kind but 
straightforward letter writing to editors 
of newspapers and magazines as well as 
Congress will help prevent this. 
W. Metrvrs Apams 
Associate Secretary 
Religious Liberty Department 
General Conference of 
Seventh-Day Adventists 
Washington, D. C. 


PIKE’S PEAKED FAITH 


Thanks for exposing the vacillating vaga- 
ries of Bishop Pike for what they really 
are—old heresies dressed up in modern 
' Eric Epwin Pautson 
Minneapolis, Minn. 


svnthetic fabrics. 


May I humbly submit to you, sir, and 
to all who uphold the laurels of neo 
fundamentalism with such vigor that 
there is a higher heresy than that which 
you have charged Dr. Pike of possess- 
ing—what is more damning than the 
“Heresy of Orthodoxy!” 

]. Procron Ricers 
First Christian Church 
Owenton, Ky. 


whether the much 
lauded intellectual honesty of Bishop 
Pike which led him to make public his 
heresy, will result in a display of moral 
honesty in the renouncing of his ordi- 
nation vows and his leaving the ministry. 
In view of all that is involved in such 
a move, it will be interesting to observe 
what happens, if anything. 

Howanp Westey Kieren 
The Bible Protestant Church of Inwood 
Inwood, N. Y. 


I am_ wondering 


As for the individual that began as a 
Romanist, “became” an atheist, “became” 
an Anglican, and now, it seems, “has be- 
come” a Jewish existentialist, the Angli- 
can Church in this country must surely 
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repudiate him. Self-preservation alon: 
demands that. 

Manninc Mason PatrI.io 
Shell Beach, Calif. 


The Rev. John A. Russell has “pro 
fessed a good profession before many 
witnesses” (Eutychus, Feb, 27 issue) 
but when he asks for moderation against 
heretics he comes into conflict with thx 
Spirit of Christ, who warned, “A littk 
leaven leaveneth the whole lump,” and 
with the inspired admonition of St. 
Paul: “A man that is an heretic after 
the first and second admonition reject.” 
E. P. Scnutzi 
Lutheran Church of Our Redeemer 


Peekskill, N. Y. 
THE OVERSTREETS 


I cannot with Charles Wesle\ 
Lowry in his endorsement of . . . What 
We Must Know About Communism. 
in your Feb. 13 issue (Book Reviews). 
Doesn’t Mr. Lowry know that the Ove: 
streets are known left-wing writers and 
this is very cleverly written and ver 
misleading? To the average uninformed 
reader it tends to leave them “soft on 
communism.” Certainly we can’t afford 
to recommend 


agree 


such 
church publications. 
Rudyard, Mont. 


writings in our 


Resa Boucuer 


CORRECT CITATION 


I have similar reservations to those of 
Professor Young regarding the recent 
book by Brevard S. Childs (Feb. 13 
issue). At the same time, he is one of 
the finest scholars lost to the evangelical 
church. Don’t you think that his scholar. 
ship deserves correct citation of the title, 
Myth and Reality in the Old Testament? 
New Haven, Conn. Frep E. Hensney 


SPLINTER GROUPS 


Speaking of 34 congregations which ap- 
plied for membership in the newly- 
formed Church of the Lutheran Confes- 
sion, you state: “All but 2 of the 34 
formerly belonged to the Wisconsin 
Evangelical Lutheran Synod” (News, 
Feb. 13 issue). This is not an accurate 
statement. There were indeed a few 
congregations that left the Wisconsin 
Ev. Lutheran Synod and are now apply- 
ing for membership in the CLC. But 
the overwhelmingly greater part of those 
34 congregations did not even exist until 
very recently, They are, in fact, splinter 
groups which broke away from congre- 
gations of the Wisconsin Ev. Lutheran 
Synod. R. H. ZrmmMERMANN 
Grace Evangelical Lutheran Church. 
Glendale, Ariz. 
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A LAYMAN and Ins Faith 
SOVEREIGN IN CHAOS 


To TAKE WORLD CHAOS as a matter of 
course is a deadly danger. Those of us 
who are older remember times when 
there was a fair degree of stability in 
governments and in international rela- 
tionships, but the generation now as- 
suming control in world affairs has never 
known an era of real peace. 

At the opening of the 87th Congress, 
Speaker Sam Rayburn solemnly told its 
members as he swore them into ofhce 
that never since the time of Christ had 
the world faced dangers so great as now. 

After only ten days in office, President 
Kennedy stated publicly that in that 
short time he had been staggered by the 
magnitude of the dangers we face abroad. 

We live in the smallest world man 
has ever known, a world shrunken in 
size by prodigious feats in the area of 
communications. In 1916 the writer 
crossed the Pacific by boat, taking 19 
days for the storm- -hindered trip. A year 
ago we made the same trip by jet, high 
above storm involvement, in ten and one 
half hours. And we have not yet come 
to the end of speed potentials. 

Other peoples besides ourselves are 
increasingly aware of the world in which 
they live, and envy, nationalism, and 
the insidious prodding of an ever-active 
communism adds both tension and dan- 
ger to the situation. 

With only few exceptions, we in 
America are living in a fool’s paradise, 
and are regarding ease, comfort, enter- 
tainment, and the general pursuit of hap- 
piness as our rightful heritage and the 
imperishable American way of life. 
World unrest is often regarded as merely 
an annoying phenomena which threatens 
our state of ease. 

One wonders whether it will take a 
national catastrophe to awaken us. We 
have permitted the world to hypnotize 
us by her soul-deadening philosophies 
We have become indifferent to God's 
plan of salvation or amended it to suit 
our own puny and sin-obsessed minds. 

The sovereignty of God is a fact which 
few of us consider. He has not left him- 
self without a witness and he will hold 
us responsible for how we receive and 
use his offer of redemption in Christ. 

There are two contending forces in the 
world—the realm of Satan and the realm 
of Christ. Strange to say even in the 


theological world there are those who 
deny the existence of Satan as a per- 


sonality, and those who go on to human- 
ize Christ and deify man. 

Rightly has Professor Emilé Cailliet 
said: “One of the neatest tricks Satan 
has ever perpetrated has been to convince 
so many that he does not exist.” 

But he does exist, and Christ exists, 
and the sovereign God will prevail. The 
question then of overwhelming impor- 
tance is whether we are in the circle of 
God's will for us? Have we accepted 
his Son as our own Saviour and made 
him the Lord of our lives? 

This is not a matter on which we may 
be casual or neutral, for we can in no 
way escape our own personal responsi- 
bility. We are either for or against 
Christ, and in one of these two positions 
rests our niche in eternity. 

God, speaking through his servant 
Isaiah, says: “I am the Lord, and there 
is no other, beside me there is no God.” 
Again and again he asserts his sovereign 
right and power, while his redeeming 
love is offered to all. Is there greater folly 
than ignoring or denying him? 

We hear much talk today about the 
mission of the Church. Some of it is so 
obscured by words that none can under- 
stand the meaning; or, the mission and 
message of the Church is changed to a 
human concept and a human program. 

One wonders why the simple affiirma- 
tions of holy Scripture are not taken at 
face value. Paul states the outline of the 
Gospel in the first four verses of I Cor- 
inthians 15—the preaching of Christ's 
death for man’s sins according to the 
Scripture, and his resurrection from the 
dead according to the Scripture. Strange 
that these two essentials are so often lack- 
ing in the preaching of sophisticated 
theological circles today! 

Our Lord gave two commands to his 
disciples—to love one another, and to go 
out and preach the Gospel to all crea- 
tures. How lacking we are on both 
counts! How often the “christ” that is 
preached is not the Christ of the Bible! 

But let us never forget this: we are 
all held accountable by the sovereign 
God, and he will judge us as surely as 
he will judge all men in the light of what 
we have done with his Son. 

With one sure foundation already laid, 
are we not utterly foolish to ignore it in 
favor of something more appealing to the 
intellect or flattering to the ego? 

God has given us the motive for 
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preaching, teaching, and living the Gos- 
pel—this is the uniqueness of Christ as 
man’s only hope and the certain guid- 
ance, power, and blessing of the Holy 
Spirit in making him known. 

God has also given us the methods of 
witnessing for him, which consist of the 
preaching of the Gospel by word of 
mouth and by consecrated daily living. 
Sometimes we forget that “after that in 
the wisdom of God, the world by wis- 
dom knew not God, it pleased God by 
the foolishness [the folly of what we 
preach] of preaching to save them that 
believe.” Sometimes we apparently think 
that men can be won by clever words, 
but it is the “simplemindedness of the 
Gospel message” (Phillips) which, by 
the power of the Holy Spirit, brings men 
to a saving knowledge of Christ. 

Furthermore, God has given us the 
means of making him known. While the 
Gospel message never changes, the 
means of making it known change from 
generation to generation. For the pur- 
poses of preaching Christ, science has 
rendered valuable and effective avenues 
of communication through press, radio, 
film and television. How tragic it is that 
there are increasing pressures to elimi- 
nate vital Christianity from these tools 
of expression. 

Education, one of the foundation 
channels of imparting Christian truth, 
has in recent years often become an ag- 
gressive anti-Christian influence. This 
phenomenon too stands under the judg- 
ment of God, and some day institutions 
which were once Christian will be asked, 
“What have you done with the Christ in 
whom once you had faith and that faith 
was the very foundation of your learn- 
ing?” 

We see on every hand effect of two 
worlds in collision. We feel striving 
within us the urges of Satan and the 
yearning pleas of the Saviour. Saved by 
the grace of God we are nevertheless re- 
sponsible for those acts of the will 
whereby we accept or reject him. 

The sovereignty of God is too fre- 
quently brushed aside today in favor of 
the dominance of man. But this folly 
on the purt of man neither vacates God 
from his rightful place nor does it 
change one iota God’s sovereign plan 
and will. 

We cannot be neutral in our attitude. 
Either we align ourselves with Christ 
and accept him in simple faith as Saviour 
and Lord, or we remain aligned with 
Satan, the enemy of our souls. How 
much better it is to choose him who is 
sovereign now and for eternity! 

L. Netson Bett 
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The Decrees of God 


In definition of the decree or decrees 


of God, the Westminster 


(1647) maintains that 


Confession 
“God from all 
eternity did, by the most wise and holy 
counsel of his own will, freely and un- 
changeably ordain whatsoever comes to 
pass; yet so as thereby neither is God 
the author of sin, nor is violence offered 
to the will of the creatures, nor is the 


liberty or contingency of secondary 
causes taken away, but rather estab- 
lished” (chap. IID). 


The decree of God is thus equivalent 
to the 
grounded in his free wisdom, by which 
God 


refers not merely to predestination to 


effective resolve or purpose, 


eternally controls his creation. It 
salvation or perdition, but to all God's 
action in creation and direction of the 
world. As the Shorter Catechism puts 
it, “the decrees of God are his eternal 
purpose according to the counsel of his 
will, whereby, for his own glory, he hath 
foreordained whatsoever comes to pass” 


ques. 7). 


€ Important details are to be noted. 
First, the decrees are eternal, and are not 
therefore subject to temporal conditions 
nor variable in the light of changing sit- 
uations. Second, they accord with God's 
wisdom, and cannot therefore be dis- 
missed as the capricious decisions of 
naked sovereignty. Third, they allow for 
secondary wills and causes, so that they 
are not a mere fate, nor deterministic 
nexus, nor Islamic will. Fourth, thev 
serve God’s good pleasure, and therefore 
are neither meaningless nor discordant 
with the righteous love which charac- 
terizes God and redounds to his glorv. 
The reference of the decrees is spe- 
creation, 


cifically to providence, and 


election. “God executeth his decrees in 
the works of creation and providence” 
(Shorter Catechism, ques. 8). “By the 
decree of God some angels and men are 
predestinated unto eternal life, and others 
foreordained to everlasting death” (Con- 
fession, III, 3). In this respect, West- 
minster follows Calvin's Institutes, which 
speak both of the general decrees of God 
(I, 17-18) and then of his special decree 
of election (III, 22-24). Within the 
same understanding, the order of the 
decrees formed the subject of the great 
infralapsarian-supralapsarian debate of 
the seventeenth century, the one party 
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ranging the decree of election after the 
decrees of creation and the fall (within 
God's providential ordering), the other 
ascribing priority to the decree of pre- 
destination. From the order of treatment, 
both Calvin and Westminster tend to the 
infralapsarian view, which implies a logi- 
cal succession of decrees rather than a 
primary decree subserved by others. This 
emerges more clearly in the Catechism. 

At the same time, there is an obvious 
hesitation to use the plural even at West- 
minster. Strictly, indeed, the Confession 
speaks only of the decree of God, and the 
real theme of Chapter VI is quickly seen 
to be predestination. This is more con- 
sonant with the earlier Reformation tra- 
dition, as may be seen from statements 
such as the Belgic Confession (1561, 
Art. XVI), the Thirty-Nine Articles 
(1563, Art. XVID, and Dort 
(1619) with its reference to the one de- 
cree of election and reprobation grounded 


even 


in the divine good pleasure. Obviously 
this does not mean a negating of the 
sovereignty of God in creation and prov- 
idence. It does not imply that the decree 
of God cannot be multiple and varied 
in operation. It suggests, however, that 
there is a higher right in supralapsarian- 
ism so long as it is not artificially en- 
The 
purpose or decree of God is ultimately 
one, namely, the establishment of gra- 
cious covenant and fellowship with a 


tangled in temporal conceptions. 


chosen people as fulfilled in the saving 
work of Christ. Necessarily the basic 
decree carries with it other general or 
detailed decrees, just as the unity of God 
includes a wealth of perfections. In it- 
self, however, it is one and supreme. 
Hence it is perhaps better to keep to the 
singular of Westminster and the earlier 
confessions, not ranging creation, provi- 
dence, and so forth, under a wider genus 
“decree,” but interpreting them in rela- 
tion to the “eternal and immutable de- 
cree from which all our salvation springs 
and depends” (Scots Confession, 1560, 
Art. VID). 

But is it right even to use the term 
“decree” in this context? As in the open- 
ing definition, it obviously has to be 
carefully safeguarded to prevent misun- 
derstanding. In the Bible it is used for 
the most part of the arbitrary, inflexible, 
and often vexatious orders of despotic 
rulers rather than the resolve of God. 


Perhaps this underlies the sparing use, 
often in verb form, in the earlier con- 
fessions. It is hardly conceivable that, 
for example, the Helvetic or Gallican 
Confessions, or the Heidelberg Cate- 
chism, should devote a special section to 
the divine decree or decrees. On the 
other hand, the term seems in practice 
to be unavoidable. It turns up in almost 
every document. Even the Remonstrants 
refer to God’s “eternal and immutable de- 
cree” in their first Article (1610), and 
more blatantly Arminian statements only 
limit the range of the divine decree, for 
example, that “God does not decree all 
events which he knows will occur” (Free 
Will Baptist Confession, 1834). Sim- 
ilarly, the Lutheran Formula of Concord 
(1576) distinguishes between foreknowl- 
edge and foreordination (Art. XI, 1), 
but in relation to predestination or elec- 
tion it states that God “in his eternal 
counsel has decreed . . .” (XI, 12). 
There thus seems to be good reason for 
the judgment of Karl Barth, no enthusi- 
ast for the word, that it “describes some- 
thing which cannot be denied,” and is 
not therefore to be erased or abandoned 
(Church Dogmatics, II, 2, p. 182). 

The dangers of the term are easy to 
see. Even in Scripture it has associations 
with the arbitrarily rather than the right- 
eously and meaningfully sovereign. In it- 
self it emphasizes sheer power instead of 
holy, wise, and loving power. It suggests 
harsh enforcement rather than benefi 
cent overruling. It implies that which is 
fixed and static, so that man is an auto- 
maton and God himself, having made 
his decree, is unemployed and uninter- 
ested, that is, the God of deism who 
simply leaves things to take their decreed 
course. Perhaps it is not insignificant 
that the heaviest casualties to Unitarian 
deism seemed to be suffered in churches 
which emphasized the decrees. Perhaps 
it is not for nothing that Lutherans de- 
tected a Turkish or Islamic impulse in 
Reformed teaching. Perhaps it is with 
reason that some Reformed apologists are 
still ill-advised enough to find support 
in scientific or Mohammedan determin- 
ism. There are, in fact, real dangers in 
the term and its use. 

Nevertheless, no single word is so well 
adapted to express the true sovereignty, 
constancy, and infallibility of the divine 
counsel, purpose, and resolve; and there- 
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fore biblical and evangelical expositors 
have little option but to use it. Safe- 
guards are no doubt required. It does 
not, perhaps, form a genuinely suitable 
heading as at Westminster. It is best 
handled in the text where there can be 
proper qualification. Yet that which God 
wills and purposes is in a true sense de- 
creed by him. His wise and omnipotent 
resolve constitutes his free, sovereign, and 
incontestable decree. 

Most of the difficulties derive, per- 
haps, from a failure to remember that 
the decree is genuinely eternal, and can- 
not therefore be a lifeless, deistic fiat. 
No doubt much of the wonder of eternity 
is that it is pre-temporal. To this extent 
an eternal decree is rightly seen to be 
prior to its fulfillment, belonging to the 
past before the beginning of all things. 
But eternal does not mean only pre- 
temporal. It also means co-temporal and 
post-temporal. The decree of God is thus 
present and future as well as past. It is 
with and after the fulfillment as well as 
before it. Deistic conceptions can arise 
only out of an ill-balanced and unhealthy 
over-concentration on the one aspect of 
eternity, which is also what gives such 
unreality to the famous infralapsarian- 
supralapsarian discussion. The truly 
eternal decree is just as alive and rele- 
vant today and tomorrow as it was yes- 
terday. Made in eternity, it has been 
made, but is still being made and still 
to be made. The decree accompanies and 
follows as well as precedes its fulfillment. 
It cannot, then, be regarded merely as a 
lifeless foreordination. It is really the 
decree of God and therefore an eternal 
decree in the full and proper sense. 

Even if the deistic threat is averted, 
however, the difficulty of apparent arbi- 
trariness remains. It is, in fact, height- 
ened by some of the confessions with 
their references to the inscrutability of 
the decree. Thus the Westminster Con- 
fession speaks of the “secret counsel” of 
God in election, and his “unsearchable 
counsel” in reprobation CIII, 5, 7). Dort 
warns against inquisitive prying into 
“the secret and deep things of God” (I, 
12). The Gallican Confession CVIID 
and the Thirty-Nine Articles (XVII) 
both refer to secrets or secret counsels, 
and the Belgic uses the term “incom- 
prehensible” CXIIT). Now it is true that 
according to Scripture the ways of God 
in nature and history take an astonish- 
ing course, so that the detailed decrees of 
God might well be called unsearchable 
or inscrutable. It is also true that sinners 
cannot perceive the things of God, so 
that even the primary decree which the 
others serve and express may aptly be 


termed a mystery. Yet the question arises 
whether this mystery is not revealed in 
Jesus Christ. Are not believing eyes 
opened, in part at least, to the ways of 
God by the Holy Spirit? Can we really 
say that the basic decree of God, for all 
the strangeness of its outworkings, is in- 
scrutable, secret, or incomprehensible in 
the primary and ultimate sense? 

The question is pertinent, for it forces 
us to ask what we really mean by this 
decree. In the earlier confessions this 
seems to be clear. It is God’s “eternal 
and unchangeable counsel, of mere 
goodness” to elect certain men to salva- 
tion in Jesus Christ (Belgic Confession, 
XVI). It is his “everlasting purpose . . . 
to deliver those whom he hath 
chosen in Christ” (Thirty-Nine Articles, 
XVII). This aspect naturally remains in 
later statements, as we may see from 
the Canons of Dort, I, 7 and the West- 
minster Shorter Catechism, question 20. 
But a new element tends to emerge. The 
decree of God comes to be identified 
specifically with the pre-temporal dis- 
crimination between the elect and the 
reprobate which we cannot forsee, 
which is not based on any good works 
or foreknown response, and which is 
therefore necessarily inscrutable and ap- 
parently arbitrary. This profound, merci- 
ful but just acceptance or rejection of 
men equally involved in ruin is the real 
decree of God at the beginning or end 
of his ways, which we can only accept 
since we have neither the means to un- 
derstand nor the right to challenge it. 

The question arises whether this is a 
justifiable equation. Will not a “special 
prudence and care” (Westminster Con- 
fession, III, 8), lead us, not to this sorting 
of individuals, but to Jesus Christ, in 
whom God’s grace and wrath are mani- 
fested? If Jesus Christ is really the mirror 
of election, as also, we might add, of 
reprobation, are we not to seek the basic 
decree in him, whom to see is to see the 
Father? When we ask concerning the 
ultimate decree, surely we are still to 
concentrate on him in whom the fulness 
of Godhead dwells rather than looking 
abroad to other mysteries. 

In other words, the decree of God 
must be strictly related to Jesus Christ. 
The Formula of Concord puts this well: 
“This predestination of God is not to be 
searched out in the hidden counsel of 
God, but is to be sought in the Word 
of God . . . but the Word of God leads 
us to Christ. . . . In Christ, therefore, is 
the eternal election of God to be sought” 
CXI, 5-12). The Remonstrant Articles 
also display a fine judgment in their 
initial definition that “God, by an eter- 


nal, unchangeable purpose in Jesus 
Christ his Son . . . hath determined . . . 
to save in Christ for Christ’s sake, and 
through Christ, those who, through the 
grace of the Holy Ghost, shall believe 
on this his Son Jesus.” 

These statements are vitiated, how- 
ever, by their tendency to make salvation 
dependent in the last resort on the 
human decision of faith and their virtual 
ignoring of the element of reprobation 
inseparable from the divine decree. We 
may thus refer again to the fine passage 
in the Institutes in which Calvin teaches 
us to seek our election in Christ as the 
Eternal Wisdom, the Immutable Truth, 
the Determinate Counsel of the Father 
CII, 24, 5). And we may close the 
whole discussion with some noble sen 
tences from the widely adopted Second 
Helvetic Confession penned in 1576 by 
the aging Bullinger of Ziirich: “We 
therefore condemn those who seek other 
where than in Christ whether they be 
chosen from all eternity, and what God 
has decreed of them before all begin- 
. . Let Christ, therefore, be our 
looking-glass, in whom we may behold 
our predestination. We shall have a most 
evident and sure testimony that we are 
written in the Book of Life if we com- 
municate with Christ, and he be ours, 
and we be his, by a true faith. Let this 
comfort us in the temptation touching 
predestination, than which there is none 
more dangerous: that the promises of 
God are general to the faithful” CX). 
For the ultimate reality of the decree of 
God is “that the Son of God, our Lord 
Jesus Christ, was from all eternity pre- 
destinated and foreordained of the 
Father to be the Saviour of the world” 
(XI). In sum, Jesus Christ himself is 
the purpose and decree of God. In him 
we see God’s righteousness both to con- 
demn and to save. Incorporated into him 
by faith, we have the assurance that the 
basic decree to which all others are sub- 
ject, while it carries with it the con 
demnation and judgment of sin, is as 
such a decree of grace and life, of fel- 
lowship and glory. 


ning. . 
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matics, II/2; III/3. Calvin, Institutes, 
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EDITORIALS 


Many Americans resent the Catholic Bishops’ block- 
buster technique of grasping for sectarian benefits with 
no regard for national policy and majority interests. 
(he Bishops’ attitude toward the “federal aid to edu- 
cation” program has had the unfortunate air of a ran- 
som demand (“cut us in, or the baby dies!”). A sec- 
tarian demand was obstinately injected into national 
debate in a manner unsettling to the national welfare. 
Such pressure tactics are an offense to the American 
spirit; they are resented both by those who oppose the 
broad principle of federal aid to education (because 
they wish to guard against government encroachment 
rather than to encourage it) and by those who favor 
such federal aid (whether merely as a concession to 
the present political drift, or through outright sym- 
pathy for big government). There is some reason to 
believe, in fact, that the Bishops’ ultimatum not only 
exasperated many Roman Catholic laymen, but also 
embarrassed even the National Catholic Welfare Con- 
ference, which promotes the hierarchy’s ambitions with 
great subtlety. 

This is no mere Protestant versus Roman Catholic 
squabble. Students of church history do not expect the 
Roman Catholic hierarchy to abandon its peculiar view 
that government is the temporal arm of the church, nor 
do they expect Roman Catholic taxpayers to repress free 
expression of sectarian convictions in the dialogue be- 
tween citizens of a free land. 

But a flood of American conviction is cresting against 
pressures for federal aid to nonpublic schools. Citizens 
are increasingly aware that unless challenged head-on 
demands of the Roman Catholic hierarchy for govern- 
ment benefits to parochial schools would swiftly trans- 
form long-established national patterns. Accordingly, 
such Roman Catholic pressures are being criticized as 
hostile to American constitutionality and to sound 
public policy. 

This mounting opposition to federal loans and grants 
to nonpublic schools is uniting Americans from a va- 
riety of backgrounds on a virtually unanimous front. 
Standing firm against pressures of public funds for non- 
public elementary and secondary schools are the Na- 
tional Council of Churches, the National Associa- 
tion of Evangelicals, Southern Baptists, the Lutheran 
Church (Missouri Synod), Seventh-day Adventists, 
Protestants and Other Americans United, and other 
agencies (see News Section for chart of positions, p. 28). 

Unfortunately, the Protestants themselves are not 
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untarnished in the use of public funds for nonpublic 
agencies. The questions that need to be answered in 
this connection are: Where did the encouragements 
for such involvement (both by Protestant and Roman 
Catholic agencies) arise? Can a valid line be drawn 
between acceptable and unacceptable kinds of federal 
aid, or must each provision be viewed simply as a 
precedent for additional expansion of federal help? Is 
it too late to acknowledge mistakes of policy, to make 
amends, and to call a halt? 


The story of Protestantism’s progressive involvement 
in “partnership with American government,” whereby 
denominational welfare executives and college ad- 
ministrators welcomed government aid together with 
Romanists, needs sometime to be told in detail. (See 
Curistranrry Topay, Feb. 2, 1959, issue, for a survey 
of such involvements in surplus food distribution, Hill- 
Burton funds for hospital construction, and so on.) 
Federal partnership in church welfare activities soon 
led to federal partnership in church higher education. 


Guaranteed construction loans for dormitories had already 
been made available under FHA in 1947, and government 
grants for medical research have been offered for many years. 


In the chaos after World War II pressures arose to provide 
tuition for veterans pursuing higher education at college and 
seminary levels. Roman Catholics joined Defense Department 
spokesmen in favoring the G.I. Bill. Protestants at first had 
reservations. When the G.L. Bill was approved, Protestant 
colleges and seminaries participated eagerly with others; not 
a few* administrators, in fact, now recall gratefully that the 
G.I. Bill “saved our hides in economic trouble and depression.” 
Although the G.I. Bill was part of an emerging wartime de- 
mobilization program, it is nonetheless held aloft today as a 
public policy precedent for federal aid, and Protestants are fre- 
quently reminded of their participation. 


The 1958 National Defense Education Act provided loans 
to students, long-term, low-interest loans to high schools for 
improved scientific equipment, and graduate fellowships with 
matching grants to colleges and universities—both public and 
nonpublic—in view of their contribution to the national de- 
fense effort. Curistianrry Topay then warned that the 
NDEA “elevates government incursion into American educa- 
tional life to the status of permanent national principle. More- 
over, it enlarges private school participation in government 
funds” and “virtually . . . gives advocates of tax funds for 
parochial schools what they want” (“Government Intrusion 
Widens in American Education,” Dec. 8, 1958, issue, pp. 21 
ff.). In fact, by applying the term “public” to academic insti- 
tutions that do not “include a school or institution of any 
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agency of the United States, the NDEA skirted the question 
whether or not private schools are public schools! 


The National Council of Churches was already on record 
as favoring federal aid to states unable to provide adequate 
public schools. Only where segregation was maintained did 
it withhold its support from federal aid to education. Despite 
considerable dissatisfaction in National Council ranks over 
NDEA, NCC’s Division of Higher Education prevailed to 
favor acceptance of federal loans to higher education. The 
pressure to support federal aid came mainly from college ad- 
ministrators who, because their church-related colleges are 
important denominational structures, therefore have a power- 
ful voice in the general boards. These college presidents were 
being pressured for bigger and better academic institutions by 
their denominations which, at the same time, failed to pro- 
vide adequate support for such goals. Hence Protestant school 
administrators welcomed public funds to create an “educa- 
tional empire” even as some welfare administrators before 
them had welcomed Hill-Burton funds to build a denomina- 
tional “hospital empire.” They insisted (the arguments remain 
to be examined) that no precedent was being provided for 
federal aid at elementary and secondary levels. Their lone 
anxiety was to avoid government curriculum pressures while 
accepting government aid. Some gloated that limited govern- 
ment controls gave their campus “better buildings than before.” 


NCC’s General Board is on record 87 to 1 in favor 
of federal aid to education (some spokesmen justify 
this move as a practical adjustment to the political reali- 
ties of the time). Under pressure from its Division of 
Higher Education, NCC, all told, has supported fed- 
eral loans to higher education for scholarships, for 
school construction, research grants on a matching 
basis, and full grants. The position of the National 
Association of Evangelicals is also compromised. Al- 
though the national convention repeatedly has opposed 
federal aid to education, none of its institutions refused 
G.I. Bill benefits, and one evangelical college after 
another has scrambled for federal loans. At its last con- 
vention, NAE had to modify its position on federal aid 
to accommodate the college administrators. But NCC 
and NAE are committed against federal aid to elemen 
tary and secondary nonpublic schools, and NCC prog- 
nosticates opposition along with NAE to federal loans 
to such schools. And while not opposed to viewing 
tuition as a tax-deductible contribution, NCC defi- 
nitely opposes tax credit for tuition. 


We now face a sequel to the G.I. Bill and to the NDEA. 
Congress has before it two bills. One sponsored by Congress- 
woman Edith Green of Oregon is widely regarded as the ad- 
ministration bill, H.R. 5266, and would provide students with 
federal scholarships, grants up to $350 to accepting institu: 
tions, academic construction loans to public and nonpublic in- 
stitutions of higher education and loans for academic facilities 
as well. Bill H.R. 4970 introduced by Congressman Thomp- 
son of New Jersey would provide $2,298,000,000 to state 
education agencies for public school construction, teachers’ 
salaries, and special projects. 


Knowing that Protestant no less than Catholic edu- 
cators have already relied on government power and 
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machinery to advance religion in higher education, the 
Roman Catholic hierarchy has found its opportune 
moment to demand “across the board” loans to non- 
public and public schools alike. Romanist spokesmen 
insist such a program is constitutional and nondiscrimi- 
natory. Protestant spokesmen refuse to rest the whole 
case On constitutionality (since the Constitution may 
be amended); they oppose such loans equally on the 
ground of sound public policy. In reply, the hierarchy 
notes that former Protestant participation in federal 
benefits to church-related colleges and seminaries strips 
away any principled objection. 


While Romanist spokesmen for the moment are 
stressing the difference between federal loans and fed- 
eral grants, with the immediate objective of securing 
loans as favorable rates for nonpublic schools, they 
simultaneously ridicule the Protestant differentiation 
between higher and elementary and secondary educa- 
tion as a legitimate area of federal involvement. It is 
important, therefore, to survey the distinctions being 
urged between different levels of possible federal as- 
sistance to education. Is there a qualitative difference 
between these levels, as many Protestants assert? Or is 
Protestant policy so compromised on federal aid that 
it now lacks any principle by which it may consistently 
object to Roman Catholic parochial participation? 

Under the category of federal aid to education, one 
may distinguish such categories as grants, loans, fringe 
benefits, and welfare services. In successive stages of 
their drive for federal help, champions of Roman 
Catholic parochial schools have shrewdly contrasted 
federal aid with provision of welfare services (medical 
and dental services; minimum cost school lunches); 
then with fringe benefits (transportation; textbooks at 
public expenses); and now with long-term, low-interest 
construction loans. The Protestant rejoinder is that all 
these services are but varieties of federal aid to which 
nonpublic schools are not entitled. This objection may be 
vulnerable, however true it is that Romanists promptly 
tend to exploit every exception as a precedent. 

Can we really distinguish legitimate and illegitimate 
areas of public assistance to nonpublic education? 


Through the years the principle of church-state separation 
has restricted welfare benefits such as medical and dental serv- 
ices and token-cost cafeteria lunches only to students in public 
schools. But as the federal government has intruded more and 
more into the welfare field, including distribution of surplus 
food in partnership with church agencies, Roman Catholic 
educators have increasingly gained these benefits for parochial 
schools by insisting that welfare implies concern for indi- 
viduals irrespective of religious distinctions. Such welfare bene- 
fits are now widely approved. Had Protestant educators dis- 
cerningly insisted that welfare benefits should be handled not 
as an educational consideration but as a community welfare 
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decision, they might have preserved the line between church 
and state in educational matters and safeguards against sub- 
sequent exploitation of welfare services for even larger fringe 
benefits. As it was, those seeking federal support for parochial 
schools soon transformed every concession into a precedent by 
which to gain larger participation in public funds. 

Wherever Roman Catholic voters predominate, such com 
munity pressures increase and the pattern of state benefits for 
private education accordingly widens from year to year. In 
other communities, Roman Catholics systematically aspire to 
election as public school trustees, and in some cities faculty 
changes have revolutionized the character of the public schools. 
For years the Roman Catholic hierarchy has found state re- 
sistance to its ambitions greater than federal resistance. But 
more recently the strength of sectarian demands has increased 
at state level; the Rocketeller scholarship plan in New York 
is the latest boon. The flexible emphasis on “federal not state” 
and “state not federal” is expediently adjusted to gain larger 
participation. 

This is especially apparent in respect to fringe benefits such 
as public provision of parochial transportation and public sub- 
sidy of parochial textbooks. When the transportation debate 
was carried to the New Jersey courts, the Supreme Court in 
the Ebersole case approved bus pickup of nonpublic school 
children only along routes to and from the public schools. But 
in New York State a statute passed three years later approves 
bus transportation for nonpublic school children within 10 
miles of an established school district’s boundaries, which vir- 
tually creates a new mandatory, vastly enlarged school district. 
Once pressures for parochial transportation are firmly regis- 
tered—on the ground that it is descriminatory and un-American 
to allow Roman Catholic children to walk to (parochial) 
school in the rain and snow while other children are trans- 
ported to (public) school—the parenthesized words being 
softened for propaganda purposes—the pressure for public sub- 
sidy of parochial textbooks soon follows. While some edu- 
cators think they can justify transportation under the category 
of welfare—especially if confined to pickups along existing 
public school routes—it is difficult to justify textbooks this way. 


[he decisive entering wedge for Roman Catholic 
pressure for federal loans, however, was the G.I. Bill 
and the NDEA, which provided government tuition 
payments and government graduate fellowships with 
matching grants to institutions. On the surface, a great 
gulf might seem to separate huge construction loan pro- 
posals with small tuition grants; it would appear that 
the latter in any case could not justify a transition from 
fringe benefits to government loans and grants. But 
the argument now used against opponents of federal 
loans to nonpublic schools is that Protestant educators, 
having approved outright federal gifts (in the form of 
tuition and scholarships) to both public and nonpublic 
institutions, cannot consistently oppose loans which are 
repayable and which “cost the government nothing.” 
Once the argument is stated this way, Protestants de 
fending their previous involvement in government 
grants are on difficult terrain. 

The pressure for federal loans by Roman Catholics 
‘other denominations with a total of 350,000 parochial 
students are not demanding such funds) can hardly 
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be justified by distinguishing them sharply from grants. 
Legislative history shows that loans are frequently for- 
given once they are approved (distribution of World 
War II surplus equipment on credit preceded cancella- 
tion of the debt). It is far less difficult for government 
to collect from delinquent individuals than from de- 
linquent institutions identified with a large constitu 
ency of voters, so that the likelihood of cancellation is 
increased. The distinction between loans to individual 
students and loans to colleges (sometimes compromised 
by proposals for matching grants to student and school) 
is really evasive, since nobody can determine where 
such help assists the student and not the institution. 
A federal loan (sometimes pictured as “non-cash” sup 
port) is actually a form of support requiring adminis 
tration of credit and depriving the government of tax 
income from commercial institutions. 

If the Catholics are in trouble with logic, so are the 
Protestants in their grab for federal funds. Aware that 
the National Council of Churches has no unclouded 
objection to federal loans Cin view of participation in 
hospital and higher educational programs), Catholics 
readily join (and with some private amusement) in the 
sentiment that government controls are more danger 
ous than government loans. Since Romanists, too, want 
to shape their institutions their own way, they are 
quite ready to unite in any effort that makes controls 
the main issue in accepting federal loans. But when 
Protestants ask for loans that do not involve the func 
tions of the church, Romanists indicate that Protestant 
schools already have welcomed such assistance. 

Protestants then zealously seek to justify loans and 
grants to higher education—their only compromise with 
federal funds to date—while they condemn such federal 
aid at elementary and secondary levels. The following 
reasons are usually advanced by Protestant spokesmen 
to establish a philosophical distinction: 1. Historically 
the churches have had a greater interest in higher edu- 

cation. 2. Higher education is noncompulsory, whereas 
elementary education is compulsory. 3. College educa 
tion centers in the intellectual exercise and extension 
of learning and development of leadership, whereas 
elementary and secondary education consists of indoc 
trination, the transmission of cultural legacy, and the 
development of mature skills. Since these distinctions 
are relative and not absolute, Protestants are in trouble. 

Objection to federal aid to parochial schools is more 
likely traceable to the belief that in a democracy edu 
cation preferably takes place in a community context, 
and that the public school champions the essentially 
Protestant principle of the right of individual con 
science, while the Roman Catholic parochial school 
undermines church-state separation. 


“Once federal funds go to parochial schools,” one Protestant 
churchman declares, “the face of America will be quickly 
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EDITORIALS 





changed. There will soon be sectarian candidates and parties 
at state and local levels. Within a century the American peo- 
ple will be more divided than by the present conflict over the 
race issue.” Some Protestant educators warn that virtually 
every Protestant schoolhouse in America will become the 
nucleus of a Christian day school if Romanists achieve a sec- 
tarian breakthrough at the parochial school level. They stress 
that Catholic intentions to confine federal loans only to “pres- 
ently existing” schools (presumably to avoid the “fragmenta- 
tion” of the American school scene) will be promptly coun- 
tered by other groups. Hundreds of Christian day schools, in 
fact, have already sprung up throughout the United States, 
without a sectarian ambition for federal funds, to compensate 
for the secular tendency of the public schools. This movement 
is growing. 


Are Protestant leaders wholly unready to admit the 
erosion of conviction and principle that followed their 
compromises with expediency—in the Hill-Burton Act, 
the G.I. Bill, the National Defense Education Act? 
Does the NCC General Board’s 87 to 1 support of 
federal aid to higher education accurately reflect its 
own constituency? Is there no desire to acknow ledge 
that Protestants have already “gone too far down the 
road” of federal involvement, that the time has come 
for a halt, and even for a reversal insofar as that is 
possible? Have denominational leaders enough courage 
to confess that, in cooperating with Roman Catholics 
to advance welfare and educational causes in partner- 
ship with government, they were blind to the dangers 






THE NEED OF REVIVAL: 








of such compromise? Will they admit that they did not 
realize that, when appealed to later as precedents, such 
involvements imply a revision of the Constitution of 
the United States in church-state relationships? 

Since the election of President Kennedy, one hears 
more and more the emphasis that present educational 
patterns are compromises to Protestantism. The emer- 
gence of a pluralistic society in America, it is added, 
requires that these compromises be balanced by similar 
contributions to Catholics. Will 
spokesmen accept the Romanist verdict: 
dents are 


Roman Protestant 
“The prece- 
e here. . . . It’s too late to protest!” Having been 
trapped in their past compromises, will Protestant 
leaders now engage in still another? 

The immediate threat lies in Romanist demand for 
federal aid to non-public schools. The long-range threat 
is posed by federal incursion into public education. 
Legislative allotment of loans to parochial schools and 
then of grants would be a decisive blow to American 
constitutional traditions and to sound public policy. 
Federal and state intervention in public school affairs— 
whether in higher education or in elementary and sec- 
ondary education— sooner or later will also modify the 
American heritage. 


Christian citizens can and must act now. Write your 
representatives in Congress today—even if only on a 
postcard—to register your personal convictions while 
they still count. 


END 


Religious Life in Great Britain Today 


It seemed to many that Dr. Billy Gra- 
ham’s crusades in 1954 and 1955 would 
lift Britain to spiritual awakening, but 
these hopes did not materialize. God 
greatly blessed the ministry of his serv- 
ant; many still stand firm who professed 


wide campaigns, 


which he held an evangelistic rally in 
every county in the British Isles. 
Hutchings has had a number of city- 
culminating in the 
Midlands Crusade last summer. 


churches. The number of young people 
who spend their summer holidays in 
camps and houseparties where they re- 
ceive not only physical and mental relax- 
ation but real spiritual blessing is phe- 


Eric 


While 


faith in Jesus Christ in the crusades. In- 
deed, a number are now in the ministry, 
and others on the mission field. 

But the nation as a whole remains in- 
different to spiritual things. Nearly 99 
per cent of London's teen-agers and more 
than 90 per cent of all British people do 
not regularly attend any place of wor- 
ship. In many areas there is virtually no 
effective evangelical witness. It is not 
uncommon to see places of worship shut 
or used for other purposes. One can 
enter churches with a seating capacity 
of 1,000 and find a dozen in attendance. 

During the past few years there have 
been a number of large-scale evangelistic 
campaigns. A year or so ago Tom Rees 
conducted his “Mission to Britain” in 


considerable blessing has attended such 
evangelistic enterprises, the non-church- 
goer remains virtually untouched. In 
many churches a spirit of apathy accom- 
panies the work of the Gospel, while in 
others worldliness cripples their spiritual 
impact. One is conscious of growing 
disregard of the Lord’s Day. Excursions 
and special outings more and more com- 
monly are arranged on Sunday, and 
parents tend to motor their families to 
the coast week after week during the 
summer. To meet this situation many 


churches have transferred Sunday schools 
from afternoon to morning hours. 

There are points on the other side. 
Probably the most encouraging feature 
of the post-war era has been the growth 


of Christian youth movements in various 





nomenal. Christian Unions at the major 
universities have grown numerically in 
the post-war years. Furthermore, there 
has been a remarkable increase in the 
number of Christian Unions attached to 


factories and offices, and in schools. 
The Unreached Labor Movement 


Probably, however, the most tragic 
factor of all is that the churches of 
Britain have lost touch for the most part 
with the industrial classes. Those who 
do go to church are largely drawn from 
the professional classes. There is a no- 
ticeable preponderance of womenfolk in 
most churches. It is not difficult to find 
packed congregations here and there, but 
almost invariably these are in better-class 
residential neighborhoods. Churches in 
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CHRISTIANITY TODAY 


the industrial areas are for the most part 
virtually empty. Probably the only re- 
ligious group really in touch with the 
working classes, apart from the Roman 
Catholics, is the Pentecostal movement. 
Even the Salvation Army is drawing ad- 
a different constituency 
than that which was previously asso- 
ciated with the 


herents from 


Army. 


Surveying Denominational Strength 


Now, 


tions? 


what of the various denomina- 
Let us consider first the Church 
of England. Church leaders often boast 
of the comprehensive nature of the An- 
glican church, and this communion cer- 
In recent 
Anglo-Catholics 
and the conservative evangelicals have 
It would be true to 
say that the evangelical witness in Eng- 
found within the 
Scholarly 
as some of the 


tainly shelters great contrasts. 
vears both the extreme 
gained in strength. 
land is very largely 
national church. evangelicals 
as well most effective 
evangelists are in the Church of Eng- 


Men 


Anglican ministry from half a dozen the- 


land. are coming forward for the 
ological colleges which are committed to 
the evangelical point of view. Several 
Church of England missionary societies 
are solidly evangelical in outlook. More- 
over, home missionary societies, such as 
the Church Pastoral Aid Society and the 
Church Society, 
pointment to a number of influential 
parishes in the Church of England. One 


hold the right of ap- 


of the largest congregations in London 
is found in an evangelical Anglican 
church, All Souls, Langham Place, whose 
Rector is the Reverend J. R. W. Stott. 
At the 
Anglican speakers are much to the fore. 
Christian movements 


Anglican influence is extremely strong. 


annual Keswick Convention, 


In many youth 
From evangelical Anglicanism a growing 
number of scholars have risen vigorously 
A re- 
search center at Oxford has been set up 


to defend the evangelical position. 


recently to further this objective. 

Generally speaking, the more color- 
less churches of the Anglican communion 
attended. Many 
Catholic churches have extremely large 
as have a number of the 
While the old lib- 
eralism has largely disappeared in many 
areas, it has been widely replaced by 
extreme sacerdotalism. 

Now what of the Free Churches? Let 
us consider first the recognized Free 
Churches linked in the Free Church 
Federal Council. The general picture 
here is far from encouraging. For the 
Free Church leaders reserve 
their greatest enthusiasm for the ecu- 
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are the least 


Anglo- 


congregations, 
evangelical churches. 


most part, 








menical movement, and continue to in- 
cline towards theological liberalism. By 
and large, conservative evangelicals in 
the Free Churches are somewhat frowned 
upon. At annual congresses and assem- 
blies, lip-service is paid to evangelism 
but much more time is devoted to dis- 
cussing the social implications of the 
Gospel. Even on the social question, the 
Free Churches find it difficult to speak 
with one voice. Free Churches on the 
whole tell of decreasing memberships. 
The nonconformist conscience, so potent 
an influence in national life in the nine- 
teenth century, now rarely exerts itself. 
Almost all the nonconformist colleges 
are affected in greater or lesser degree by 
theological liberalism, there being no 
counterpart among the Free Churches to 
the conservative evangelical Anglican 
theological colleges. Despite considerable 
discussion over the years on the issue 
of Free Church Union, no real progress 
has been made, although there is gen- 
eral agreement not to multiply Free 
Churches on new housing estates. 

One encouraging feature in the post- 
war years has been the emergence of 
“revival fellowships” in the Baptist, Con- 
gregational, and Methodist denomina- 
Both ministers and laymen in 
these groups represent not only the solid 
core of conservative evangelicals within 
the different denominations, but are 
pledged to pray regularly for spiritua! 
revival. Recently a similar group has 
been formed within the Church of Eng- 
land. The different groups unite from 
time to time for prayer and witness. 

A comparatively modern phenomenon 
is the emergence of the Independent 
Evangelical Churches, many of which 
are now linked together in the Fellowship 
of Independent Evangelical Churches. 
These are consistently evangelical in out- 
look, although many of them are numer- 
ically weak. The situation is improving 
somewhat, as a more highly trained min- 
istry finds its way into their ranks. A 
number of men now serving such 
churches have had training at the Lon- 
don Bible College. Many of these Free 
Churches have displaced the “mission 
halls” of an earlier generation. One 
might say that the mission hall mentality 
has largely disappeared in the face of a 
growing “church consciousness.” 

One of the most interesting features 
of recent years has been the growth of 
the Pentecostal movement. While still 
very largely an unknown quantity, it is 
gradually establishing itself in the coun- 
try at large. Evangelicals as a whole have 
been chary of extending the hand of 
fellowship to Pentecostals, but this situa- 


tions. 
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tion is now rapidly changing. The largest 
regular congregation in the Manchester 
area is a Pentecostal assembly. In some 
cases, Pentecostalists have reopened Free 
Churches discarded by the major denom- 
inations. The two main groups are 
known as Elim and Assemblies of God, 
the difference between them being largely 
in church government. These two groups 
with others are linked together in the 
British Pentecostal Fellowship. 

The Society of Friends, popularly 
known as Quakers, is a very small body 
these days, and concerns itself almost ex- 
clusively with social questions in relation 
to the Gospel. 

It is almost impossible to assess the 
strength of the Christian (Plymouth) 
Brethren as no facts and figures are ob- 
tainable. But without doubt, upwards 
of 80,000 people are to be found 
Brethren assemblies. All such groups are 
fundamentalist in doctrine but there are 
two main divisions, usually termed 
“open” and “exclusives.” The “open” 
Brethren are usually very cooperative in 
local evangelistic efforts, but the “exclu- 
sives” maintain a position of isolation. 
Among the “exclusives” there have been 
several different “parties,” differing on 
certain doctrinal matters. 

A controversy which is currently the 
talking point among many evangelical 
leaders is the Arminian-Calvinist debate. 
In the last six years or so there has been 
a definite swing to Calvinism and an in- 
creasing interest in the writings of the 
Puritans. Some leaders who supported 
Dr. Graham’s campaigns in 1954-1955 
now seem reluctant to pledge their sup- 
port. It is doubtful as to how far this 
discussion has percolated through to the 
man in the pew, and the general feeling 
is that when Dr. Graham comes to Man- 
chester, the weight of evangelicals will 
be solidly behind him. Many who look 
askance at the “little Billy Grahams” who 
have come to the fore in recent years, 
nevertheless recognize that Dr. Graham 
is “a man sent from God” who enjoys 
the divine blessing upon his ministry to 
a unique extent in these days. Britain 
desperately needs a spiritual revival. 
There are encouragements here and 
there, even if the overall picture is far 
from rosy. The only really encouraging 
feature is that evangelicals as a whole 
have long since lost confidence in 
methods and techniques and have come 
to see that such a revival is the only real 
answer to Britain’s need. 

Gitsert W. Kirey 
General Secretary 
The Evangelical Alliance 
London, England 












When a tanned but tired Billy Gra- 
ham looked out over the broad Atlantic 
expanse from his temporary oceanfront 
home in Vero Beach, Florida, this week, 
his posture was symbolic. Behind him 
stretched the Sunshine State peninsula, 
where he had just experienced one of 
the stiffest challenges in his evangelistic 
career. Across the sea lay the British 
Isles, where in a few weeks he would 
begin another crusade. This time his 
objective would be the city of Man- 
chester, focal point of a 50-mile area 
with a population higher than London. 

Reflecting on his three-month Florida 
crusade, Graham again had reason for 
optimism. Particularly gratifying were 
the climactic three weeks of meetings 
in the cavernous, green-walled Miami 
Beach Convention Hall, said to be the 
largest in the South. An aggregate of 
some 250,000 persons attended, and 
7,962 of these recorded decisions. 

The makeup of the Miami area does 
not readily lend itself to a successful 
evangelistic crusade. It is Florida’s so- 
called Gold Coast, which claims to be 
the most truly tropical area on the U. S. 
mainland and America’s most popular 
winter resort. An estimated 5,000,000 
Americans flock in each year, some will- 
ing to pay as high as $250 a day for a 
swank hotel room. They come to bask in 
the sun, bathe in the surf, and bet in 
the shade (viz. jai alai and racing). 

Resort activity seems to breed spiritual 
indifference, even among permanent resi- 
dents, about 25 per cent of whom are 
retired. According to a survey made last 
fall, 39 per cent of Greater Miami's 
917,000 inhabitants have no relationship 
of any kind with any church or syna- 
gogue. Another 24 per cent, says the 
survey, still retain church or synagogue 
membership “back home.” Thus 63 per 
cent of the population have no local 
church affiliation, a figure which is the 
exact opposite of the national average, 
wherein 63 per cent claim membership. 

While Miami Beach Convention Hall 
provided a spacious, comfortably _ air- 
conditioned meeting place, it was “out- 
of-the-way” for a large majority of area 
residents. The city of Miami Beach has 
a total population of only 63,000, 50 
per cent of whom are Jewish, and even 
adjacent Miami has fewer than 300,000 
residents. Some Graham team members 
blamed this geographic factor for the 
failure of the crowds to build up during 
the crusade, as is usually the case. Had 
the attendance increased, a climactic 
service probably would have been held 
in the Orange Bowl. 


Miami Thrust Over, Graham Eyes Manchester 


HOW JEWS RESPONDED TO EVANGELISM 


“We are very encouraged at the 
response of Jews,” said a Billy Gra- 
ham team member at the close of the 
evangelist’s Miami Beach crusade. 

Confronting the Jew with the Gos- 
pel was one of the special aspects of 
the crusade because of the high con- 
centration of Jewish inhabitants in 
south Florida. The city of Miami 
Beach is 50 per cent Jewish. In all, 
some 100,000 Jews are said to live 
in the Miami metropolitan area. 

Accurate figures as to the number 
of Jews who made decisions for Christ 
during the crusade was difficult to 
determine because of their tendency 
to conceal their identity. But crusade 
workers were pleased at what they 
said was a high percentage. A special 


counselling department for Jews was 
in operation for the entire duration 
of the crusade. 

Graham efforts in Miami even got 
an official public endorsement from 
Rabbi Irving Lehrman of Temple 
Emanu-El. 

Rabbi Lehrman attended one of 
the crusade meetings in Convention 
Hall and stepped to the rostrum to 
encourage the evangelist. 

“May God crown your efforts with 
success,” said the rabbi. “May God 
bless you, and we thank you.” 

He added that the Jewish com- 
munity of Miami Beach was “grateful 
to Dr. Graham and those who have 
come with him to lift our thoughts to 
nobler things.” 





@QHRISTIANITY TODAY NEWS 


Notwithstanding, team members were 
heartened with the extent of church par 
ticipation and the enthusiasm of the 
Floridian Christians to support the cru- 
sade with time, talent, and tithe. An 
initial call for counsellors gave crusade 
ofhcials some 4,700 names, the highest 
such figure for any city campaign, ex- 
cepting only New York and San Fran- 
cisco. Another 6,000 volunteers were 
counted for tasks relating to prayer, 
music, ushering, and youth counselling. 
Every major denominational group gave 
oficial sanction to the crusade except 
the Episcopal (many Episcopal churches 
participated nevertheless). 

Much of the crusade impact is attrib- 
utable to the untiring efforts of the cru- 
sade’s local leaders headed by Dr. J. 
Calvin Rose, pastor of Miami Shores 
Presbyterian Church, who served as 
chairman of the executive committee. 
Fund-raising was under direction of 
noted realtor Kenneth S. Keyes, who 
was to be named this week as “Evangeli- 
cal Layman of the Year” by the National 
Association of Evangelicals, which he 
has aided in a similar role. 

Despite other obstacles, team members 
were encouraged at the very outset of 
the crusade when some 6,000 University 
of Miami students turned out to hear 
Graham at a campus rally. 

The crusade itself drew an average of 
12,400 per service to Convention Hall. 





Graham spoke nightly and on Sunday 
afternoons from a platform adorned with 
yellow and bronze chrysanthemums. The 
only breaks were a pair of Monday 
evenings, one of which was turned over 
to boxing promoters for the heavyweight 
championship bout between Floyd Pat- 
terson and Ingemar Johansson. Patter- 
son, incidentally, attended one of the 
crusade meetings. 

As are all Graham crusades, this one 
was integrated. However, never more 
than 200 or 300 Negroes were to be 
found at a service. 

A much larger response came from 
Jews (see box) and those of Spanish 
descent, including Cuban refugees. Gra- 
ham held a special meeting for Spanish- 
speaking people, preaching through an 
interpreter. Still another rally was sched- 
uled at Clewiston, Florida, primarily for 
Seminole Indians, but was rained out. 

Graham team members pointed out 
that despite the preponderance of senior 
citizens in south Florida, unusual inter- 
est was evident among young people. 
There appeared to be larger inquirer 
response in the 20-to-30 age bracket, 
compared with previous crusades. Youth 
services drew the largest week-night 
crowds and the highest number of deci- 
sions, most of them by teen-agers. Those 
who made commitments to Christ in- 
cluded several members of a teen-age 


narcotics ring, one of whom subse- 
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NEWS 


quently led his father and mother to 
make decisions. 

Perhaps the most remarkable conver- 
sion made in connection with the cru- 
sade came two months before the Miami 
meetings began. A former state trooper 
who is now a professional investigator 
made a public confession of faith fol- 
lowing a showing of “Souls in Conflict” 
and the testimony from Joan Winmill, 
who stars in the evangelistic film. The 
trooper then brought some 40 people to 
Convention Hall, including his wife and 
several in-laws. One of the inquirers 
with whom he counselled was a man he 
had arrested as a murder suspect several 
vears ago! 

Team members reported many deci 
sion cards with Northern addresses, in- 
dicating a strong impact among tourists. 

Additional national influence was pro- 
vided by the crusade with the showing 
by 163 television stations of a film taken 
it one of the Sunday services during 
which Graham spoke on “The Conflict 
between Christianity and Communism.” 
It may have been the most widely-viewed 
religious program in television history. 
Cost: $110,000. 

The closing service of the Miami cru- 
sade, held on Palm Sunday afternoon, 
crowd of 18,500. 
was U. S. 
Senator George Smathers, Democrat of 
Florida, who had just flown in from the 
Key West conference between President 
Kennedy and Prime Minister MacMillan. 

Smathers told the crowd that when 
he advised Kennedy of his intention to 
be at Graham’s meeting that afternoon, 


overflow 
Among platform 


drew an 


guests 


the President replied: 

“Tell Billy to pray for us.” 

At the final service, 711 persons made 
decisions for Christ. 

From Miami Graham travelled to the 
vicinity of Cape Canaveral for a day of 
meetings (a public service at Patrick Air 
drew 9,000), 
Beach, 


Force Base then on to 
West Palm 
15,000 was on hand. He finished out 
the week with a rally at Vero Beach. 

Easter Sunday found Graham preach 
ing at a sunrise service in Peace 
Park in Bartow. In the afternoon he 
spoke at the dedication of a new 2,500- 
seat auditorium at the Boca Raton Bible 
Conference Grounds. 


where a crowd of 


River 


The evangelist hopes to take a few 
weeks rest before going on to England 
for the Manchester crusade, scheduled to 
begin in a 40,000-seat football stadium 
May 27, continuing through June. Gra- 
ham says planning for the Manchester 
meetings has been the most extensive of 
any crusade he has ever conducted. 
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@ A move to change the name of 
the Southern Baptist Convention is 
picking up steam. Initiated by Edi- 







tor Erwin L. McDonald of the 
Arkansas Baptist, who prefers “Bap- 
tist Convention, U.S.A.,” the pro- 





posed name change now is expected 





to come before next month’s conven- 





tion sessions in St. Louis, according 


to SBC President Ramsev Pollard. 






@ Churches in the Cape Canaveral 
area plan to conduct continuous wor 






ship services when the first astronaut 
goes into space. The Rev. Joseph E. 
Boatwright, president of the North 
Brevard County Ministerial Associa- 
tion, says constituent churches will 
hold services from launching time 










until the man sent into space returns 





or is officially given up for lost. 






@ Seven Amish families who reside 
near Canton, Ohio, are reported 
ready to move to Canada because of 
high priced land and conflict with 
state school laws, social security, and 
draft requirements. The families 
want to join an Amish settlement of 
19 families at Owen Sound, Ontario. 












@ “How Great Thou Art” was the 
favored hymn in a church-wide re- 
ligious song survey conducted recently 
in the Church of the Nazarene. “The 
Old Rugged Cross” was second, and 









“Amazing Grace,” third. 






@ A 16-page monthly published by 
the Israel Baptist Convention is the 
country’s first official Christian church 
journal in the Hebrew language. 
Named Hayahad (Togetherness), the 
paper complained in one of its first 
editorials that governmental “red 
tape” is delaying construction of Bap- 
tist buildings in Israel. 










@ Churchmen, seamen, and officials 
in English ports throughout the world 
are celebrating the 100th anniversary 
of the birth of the Rev. Charles Hop- 
kins, an Anglican priest who founded 
the Friendly Society of the Order of 


St. Paul to aid British seamen. 









@ The Church of the Nazarene is 
building a new religious center in 
Nazareth, Israel. The building will 
house a chapel, offices, classrooms, 
and living quarters. 
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PANORAMA 
@ The Methodist Theo- 


logical Seminary, which began classes 
in Kansas City in 1959, plans to re- 
locate because it has already outgrown 
present quarters. New facilities have 
been rented adjacent to the Univer- 
sity of Kansas City in the same gen- 
eral area that a permanent campus 
is eventually planned. 





National 


@ The African Methodist Episcopal 
Church $70,000 


fund to guarantee minimum salaries 


is establishing a 
of assigned ministers. 


@ Historic People’s Church in To- 
ronto is up for sale. The congrega- 
tion plans to build a new church in a 
suburban area. 


@ A trio of publishing houses in 
Scandinavian countries are conduct- 
ing a competition for the best novel 
which, “based on a Christian outlook 
on life, combines a high standard of 
ut and contents with a vivid descrip- 
tion of environment and period.” 


@ A 59-year-old grandmother will 
have the distinction of becoming 
’ Mrs. 
Ingrid Bjerkas won government per- 
mission to be ordained as a substitute 
pastor in the state Lutheran church’s 
diocese of Hamar after she had been 
passed over in nominations for five 
other vacancies there. Although Nor- 
wegian law has permitted women to 
enter the ministry for several years, 
Mrs. Bijerkas’ application for ordina- 
tion was the first. A widow, she 
graduated from a theological semin- 


Norway's first woman pastor. 


ary in Oslo several years ago. 


@ The Episcopalian announced on 
its first anniversary last month that it 
has the largest circulation of any 
publication in Protestant Episcopal 
Church history. Circulation has 
jumped almost 150 per cent to a 
total of 99,000 in the magazine’s 12 


months, says Editor H. L. McCorkle. 


@ Protestant churches in New Mex- 
ico are sponsoring establishment of 
the state’s first Protestant child place- 
ment organization. 


@ Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary plans to establish a micro- 
film research center for evangelism. 
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Presbyterian Realignment 


A realignment of the United Pres- 
byterian Church in the U.S.A. and the 
Presbyterian Church in the U.S. (South- 
ern) to form two new churches—one 
ecumenical and the other evangelical— 
is proposed by The Presbyterian Journal 
in its April 5 issue. 

The plan is suggested by the conser- 
vative Southern Presbyterian weekly in 
an editorial as an alternative to the four- 
way church union urged by Dr. Eugene 
Carson Blake, United Presbyterian 
Stated Clerk. 

Implementation of the Blake proposal, 
the paper said, “would cause Presby- 
terianism to vanish from America in fa- 
vor of an ecumenical Church where 
would be subordi- 
nated to organizational bigness.” 

Under the alternative plan, the Jour- 
nal said, one Presbyterian church would 
be committed to the historic Reformed 
faith while the other would be openly 
receptive to a merger such as the one 
suggested by Blake. 

Last December Blake proposed a un- 
ion of the United Presbyterian Church, 
The Methodist Church, and United 
Church of Christ as a first step toward 
eventual unification of all Christians. 
He said the name of the new church 
body could be the Reformed and Cath- 
olic Church in the U.S.A. 

The Presbyterian Journal said its re- 
alignment proposal was being made “in 
the interest of the unimpeded fulfill 
ment of the Blake plan for those who 
want it, on one hand; and, on the other 
hand, in the interest of a union of all 
evangelical Presbyterians who prefer to 
abide by the historic Reformed faith.” 

“We do not propose,” the editorial 
stated, “to surrender the Presbyterian 
and Reformed faith to the one-world 
Church. This proposal is intended to 
recover and preserve the Presbyterian 
and Reformed faith from the one-world 
Church. 

“It is a plan which we believe will 
allow those within Presbyterian denom- 
inations who desire the wider fellowship 
of an ecumenical Church to have their 
wish. And it is a plan which will permit 
those who pray for a Presbyterian 
Church of increased vigor and purer 
testimony also to have their wish.” 

The weekly said that under its pro- 
posal Southern Presbyterian congrega- 
tions desiring the “larger fellowship” of 
the United Presbyterian group would 
be allowed to change their afhliation, 
while United Presbyterian churches of 


more “conservative bent” would be free 


doctrinal integrity 





to join the Southern denomination. Con- 
gregations would be permitted to keep 
their property when transferring. 

“Those of us joining in this proposal,” 
the editorial concluded, “believe that the 
proportion of Presbyterians preferring an 
Ecumenical Church to a Presbyterian 
Church is relatively small.” 


Ecumenical(?) Council 


Religious News Service is dispatching 
to Rome Dr. Claud D. Nelson as a spe- 
cial correspondent to report on the much- 
publicized Second Vatican Council from 
the viewpoint of Protestant leaders. Prior 
to his going, he conducted a preliminary 
survey, results of which were incorpo- 
rated into a copyright RNS article. 

Nelson is a consultant on_ interreli- 
gious relations to the National Confer- 
ence of Christians and Jews and former 
executive director of the Department of 
Religious Liberty of the National Coun- 
cil of Churches. 

Here are excerpts from his report: 

“Will the Vatican Council 
sustain the evident hopes and dramatic 
efforts of Pope John XXIII to forward 
the cause of Christian unity? That ques- 
tion gives tone and direction to a large 


Second 


majority of the responses to an inquiry 
which this reporter addressed to a hun- 
dred friends, Protestant and Catholic, as 
to what they desire or expect from this 
Council, the 21st in the long series 
beginning with Nicaea. . . . 

“From 70 or more replies received—by 
letter and telephone and from face to 
face conversations—three things stand 
out as worthy of note in the phrasing 
of the question above. 

“First, this is not a continuation of 
the First Vatican Council of 1870. Sec- 
ond it is not now called ‘ecumenical’ in 
the publicity being given to it. The 
Council is, of course, officially a General 


To Moscow via TV 


Film taken during a service at 
the First Baptist Church in Mos- 
cow will be on network 
television by the National Broad- 
casting Company and afhliate sta- 
tions on Sunday, April 30. 

The film will be featured as 
part of NBC's weekly religious 
series, “Frontiers of Faith.” 

Long delayed, partly because of 
Soviet “red tape,” the film was 
taken by special arrangement with 
Russian officials. It was a coopera- 
tive effort of the Southern Baptist 
Convention and NBC. 


shown 











NEWS 


or Ecumenical Council. But use of the 
word ‘ecumenical’ might be regarded by 


non-Catholics as presumptuous, since it 
means universal and since only Roman 


Catholics will the forth 


deliberate in 
coming assembly. 

“Thirdly, the term ‘unity’ has replaced 
‘union.’ This is to be noted especially in 
the title of the Secretariat for Christian 
Unity headed by Augustin Cardinal Bea, 
for liaison with non-Catholics. This body 
is distinct from the preparatory commis- 
sions set up for the Council. . . . 

“The place of the Bible in the Coun- 
cil’s agenda is of interest to a number of 
responders [to the survey]. Versions or 
translations acceptable to all Christians 
would be welcomed. Even more, Protes- 
tants would welcome indications that the 
Bible takes precedence over tradition— 
but they are not optimistic when it 
comes to such matters as Papal infalli- 
bility and the theological and liturgical 
status of the Virgin Mary. These two 
causes of division are cited several 
times as insurmountable barriers that the 
Council is not likely to remove. It re- 
mains true that many would 
consider them a less formidable barrier 
to unity than to union. 


however 


“If, therefore, the shift of emphasis 
which a few think they detect in recent 
years from ‘separated brethren’ to ‘sepa- 
rated brethren’ should be continued or 
encouraged by the Council, it would 
encourage those non-Catholics whose 
proximate hope, rather than the organic 
reunion of the churches, is their coming 
together in an ecumenical 
council (perhaps informal at an early 
and tentative stage).” 

Among those whom Nelson polled for 
comments was Dr. Carl F. H. Henry, 


inclusive 


Editor of Curistianrry Topay, who 
submitted the following statement: 
“The Protestant Reformers viewed 


the papacy as the height of human pre- 
tension. Against Roman Catholicism they 
championed the authority of supernat- 
ural knowledge (the inspired Scriptures) 
and the reality of supernatural salvation 
(justification by faith in Christ's media- 
tion alone). In the twentieth century, 
Protestant ecumenism has made unity its 
prime interest, while Roman Catholicism 
emphasizes creeds and the authority of 
church tradition. Protestant liberalism 
meanwhile has blurred both scriptural 
authority and the doctrine of justifica- 
tion. Pope John XXIII’s Second Vatican 
Council may be expected to express the 
desirability of Christian unity and the 
role of the creeds and church tradition, 
while avoiding the question that trou- 
bled the Protestant Reformers.” 
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Methodists versus Teamsters 


A year-long effort by two unions to 
organize employees of the Methodist 
Publishing House in San Francisco was 
defeated last month. The employees 
voted 42 to 16 against representation by 
either the Teamsters Union or the Office 


and Professional Workers Union. 


Law of the Land 


Religious classes conducted by the 
Rural Bible Mission in public schools 
of 31 Michigan counties was ruled un- 
constitutional last month. 

The Rev. Elmer Deal, mission direc- 
tor, had described the monthly classes 
held at lunch hour or during regular 
school periods as “chapel services” and 
emphasized that they were conducted 
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only at the invitation of, or with the 
approval of, local school boards. Twenty- 
three mission teachers were engaged in 
the program involving more than 60,000 
public school pupils. 

Paul L. Adams, attorney general of 
Michigan, said he “strongly believed that 
religion and morality must forever be 
encouraged” but that his concern was 
with the legality of the mission’s activi- 
ties in public schools. 

“A program of this nature does not 
conform to the law of the land,” said 
Adams. “Local school boards should take 
immediate steps to end such programs 
within their jurisdiction.” 

A controversy had been touched off 
when parents of two elementary school 
pupils objected to the religious classes 
and said their children were “a captive 


SUMMARY OF POSITIONS ON FEDERAL AID TO NONPUBLIC SCHOOLS 
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Federal Aid (Loans) to 
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audience.” They took their complaint to 
the attorney general and were joined 
in the protest by spokesmen for the 
Society of Friends in East Lansing, the 
Universalist-Unitarian church in Lan- 
sing, and the Congregation Shaarey 
Zedek, a Lansing synagogue. 


Religion and Education 


Wide concern over proposed federal 
aid to education is prompting intensive 
study by U. S. religious leaders, particu- 
larly those in Protestant groups which 
heretofore have never had well-defined 
official positions. The chart below sum- 
marizes latest conclusions of those closest 
to the current controversy. (See also 
editorial on page 20.—Ep.) 

Meanwhile in Washington, House 
and Senate committees wound up hear- 
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* Statement by Monsignor Frederick G. Hochwalt, director of the Education Department of the National Catholic Welfare Conference: 





NO 


No Position 


“The Roman 


Catholic church has been reluctant to approve federal aid to education over the years in the United States of America. If by decision of the American 
people of all faiths it is decided that federal aid should become a reality, then Catholic educators and Catholic ecclesiastics ask what could be considered 
as constitutional for private and church related schools by way of federal assistance.” 


** Approved as an inevitability of the political drift. Supported 87 to 1 by NCC General Board. 


*** Endorses NCC Statement. 


7 Protestants view salaries, textbooks and tuition not as fringe benefits but as part of the instructional program. The Lutheran Church (Missouri 
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Synod) views transportation as a welfare service rather than as a fringe benefit. 
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ings on proposed aid-to-education legis- 
lation and public debate tapered off. But 
the first big waves of mailing were pour- 
ing into Congressmen’s offices. Law- 
makers also got many an earful from 
constituents when they went home for 
the Easter recess. Citizens were being 
urged anew to spell out their views, and 
opponents of federal aid to education 
were particularly eager to stimulate mail 
reaction, believing that there is little 
grass roots enthusiasm for such school 
subsidies. 

Some observers felt that no further 
action would be taken on the proposed 
legislation until very late in the session. 
This would result in a hurried move, or 
no action at all this year. 

Late in March, Welfare Secretary 
Abraham Ribicoff declared that his de- 
partment believed long-term, low-interest 
loans to parochial schools would be un- 
constitutional. Ribicoff submitted a 63- 
page memorandum on the subject to 
Senator Wayne Morse, Democrat of 
Oregon, who had requested that a study 
be made of legal precedents. The memo- 
randum says that across-the-board tax 
grants to sectarian schools cannot be 
made and that a program of tuition 
grants would be invalid “since they ac- 
complish by indirection what grants do 
directly.” The study was prepared in 
consultation with Justice Department 
attorneys. 


Trial of Strength 


As a preface to general elections sched- 
uled for April 16, a trial of strength 
developed in Poland between the Roman 
Catholic church and the Communist 
government, according to Religious News 
Service. 

Top protagonists are Wladyslaw 
Gomulka, first secretary of the United 
Workers (Communist) Party, who wants 
a big turnout of voters, and Stefan 
Cardinal Wyszynski, Primate of Poland, 
whose attitude toward the elections was 
a matter of serious concern to the gov- 
ernment. 

The Cardinal reacted to Gomulka’s 
opening campaign speech, which scored 
the Vatican, by openly defying the Red 
regime. He denounced the Communist 
rulers as “Caesars.” 

In the 1957 elections, the Polish 
episcopate advised Roman Catholics to 
vote in great numbers, in the hope 
that the then good relations with the 
Gomulka government would continue. 

In the present campaign, however, the 
hierarchy—concerned over the gradual 
worsening of church-state relations, espe- 
cially during the past few years—delayed 


making its stand clear. This has been 
interpreted as a sign of hostility by gov- 
ernment circles who are worried over 
the possibility of a low percentage of 
voters at the polls. 

Polish emigre circles in London said 
they had received reports that the bishops 
had issued secret instructions to advise 
parishioners to ignore the elections. In 
cases where this would be too risky, 
Roman Catholics were told they should 
go to the polls but cross out all the 
names on the official and only list of 
candidates. 

According to reports, the government 
learned of the alleged instructions and 
decided to recruit groups of so-called 
patriotic priests to persuade the church 
people against boycotting the elections. 

The same reports stated, however, that 
Cardinal Wyszynski countered by warn- 
ing leaders of patriotic priests, mostly 
members of Caritas, a social welfare or- 
ganization, that any collaboration with 
the Communists would result in their 
being suspended from their priestly 
functions. 

It was learned, meanwhile, that about 
300 priests belonging to Caritas had 
voted to disband the organization. 

Faced with this development, the gov- 
ernment was reported to have offered the 
priests “protection” and even to have 
suggested that they break away from the 
church altogether. 






NEB New Testament 


Cambridge and Oxford University 
presses plan to print a million additional 
copies of The New English Bible New 
Testament. 

The New Testament was a best seller 
on both sides of the Atlantic. Some 
940,000 copies were reported to have 
been sold on the publication date. 

Only incident to mar publication of 
the new Scripture portion is a dispute 
involving Eyre and Spottiswoode, the 
Queen’s official publisher, which claims 
it has the right of royal charter to print 
Bibles and should share in the publica- 
tion of the new volume with the uni- 
versity presses. The latter have rejected 
this claim, but a spokesman for Eyre 
and Spottiswoode said it is hoped to set 
up a meeting shortly at which the mat- 
ter will be settled amicably. 

Total initial printing was 1,275,000 
copies. It is on sale throughout all 
English-speaking countries in the world. 


Vicar’s Ouster 


An Anglican Consistory Court re- 
moved the Rev. William Bryn Thomas, 
62, from his suburban London parish 
last month after convicting him of re- 
peated adultery. Thomas denied the 
allegations, claiming the charges merely 
constituted a plot by his curate to dis- 
lodge him and succeed him as vicar. 


PEOPLE: WORDS AND EVENTS 


Deaths: Dr. Nathan R. Wood, 
86, president emeritus of Gordon 
College and Divinity School; in Port- 
land, Oregon . . . Dr. G. Ch. Aalders, 
79, professor emeritus of Old Testa- 
ment at Free University of Amster- 
dam . . . Dr. George Johnston Jeffrey, 
79, former moderator of the General 
Assembly of the Church of Scotland 
...the Rev. George Thomas Manley, 
88, evangelical student leader in 
Great Britain and editor-in-chief of 
the New Bible Commentary . . . 
Mikhail Orlov, 74, Russian Baptist 
church leader; in Moscow . . . Dr. 
Alexis G. Maltzeff, 64, former pro- 
fessor at the Russian Orthodox Theo- 
logical Seminary of New York City; 
in West Hartford, Connecticut .. . 
Julie Olin Chanler, 78, leader of the 
reform Bahai movement; in New 
York . . . Robert D. Higley, 65, re- 
tired manager of the Higley religious 
publishing house; in Butler, Indiana. 
. . . Ayatollah Boroujerdi, 89, world 
Shiites (Muslim) leader. 


Resignation: As president of 
Eastern Pilgrim College, Dr. R. D. 
Gunsalus (for successor, see “Ap- 
pointments” ). 


Retirement: As director of the 
Missionary Research Library, Dr. 
Frank Price. 


Appointments: As dean of 
Hamma Divinity School, Dr. Bern- 
hard H. P. Hillila . . . as president of 
Maryville (Tennessee) College, Dr. 
Joseph J. Copeland . . . as president 
of Eastern Pilgrim College, the Rev. 
Melvin Dieter . . . as president of the 
Evangelical Teacher Training Associ- 
ation, Dr. Paul E. Loth . . . as direc- 
tor of the Missionary Research Li- 
brary, Dr. Herbert C. Jackson . . . as 
director of the School of Sacred Music 
at Union Theological Seminary, New 
York, Dr. Robert S. Baker . . . as ex- 
ecutive secretary of the World Coun- 
cil of Churches Department on Evan- 
gelism, Dr. Hans Jochen Margull. 
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Personal Liaison 

A personal liaison is being established 
between Anglicans and Roman Catholics 
during preparations for the Vatican's 
forthcoming Ecumenical Council. 

Canon Bernard Clinton Pawley, treas 
urer of Ely Cathedral and a proctor in 
the Convocation of Canterbury, has been 
appointed as personal liaison for the 
archbishops of Canterbury and York. He 
will serve as a link between the Church 
of England’s Council on Inter-Church 
Relations and the Roman Catholic Sec 
retariat for Promoting Christian Unity 
headed by Augustin Cardinal Bea. 

Canon Pawley, one of the few clergy 
men in the Church of England who can 
speak Italian fluently, spent time as a 
| prisoner-of-war in Italy while serving as 
| chaplain in the Fifth India Division 
of the British Eighth Army in World 
War ILI. 

He was scheduled to leave England 
for the Vatican following the Easter sea 
son for his first conversations with Cardi 
nal Bea. 


The ‘Iliat’ Cult 


A new religious cult whose followers 
must swear to help kill all Australians, 
Europeans, and Chinese in New Guinea 
has sprung up in the Australian island 
of New Britain, according to Radio 
Australia. 

Cult members reportedly venerate 
Americans but are fanatically bent on 
assassinating Queen Elizabeth of Eng 
land in reprisal for the ill treatment they 
claim to have received from Australian 
administrators. 

The Australian station’s report on the 
cult, known as “Iliat,” was based on in 
formation given by a Roman Catholic 
missionary stationed in northern New 
Britain. 


WCC Withdrawal 
The Federal Council of Dutch Re 


formed Churches in South Africa is 
urging two of its constituent churches 
to withdraw from the World Council 
of Churches because of the Council's 
stand against apartheid. 

A resolution adopted in Capetown 
was addressed to the Dutch Reformed 
Churches of the Cape Province and of 
the Transvaal. The Dutch Reformed 
Church of Africa, a third smaller body, 
has already terminated its WCC mem- 
bership, declaring it could not do its 
duty among nonwhites as a WCC mem- 
ber because of the World Council's 
“interference” in South Africa’s racial 
| matters. 
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Sons of Abraham 


Parkchester Baptist Church of New 
York City now claims to have at least 16 
Hebrew Christians worshiping regularly. 
Latest addition to the congregation’s 
Hebrew Christian family is a young 
rabbi, recently converted and baptized 
after eight years of prayer and counsel 
by the Rev. Samuel Needleman, Hebrew 
Christian missionary. 

The Christian witness to the Jews, 
always a difficult endeavor, has been 
undergoing a re-evaluation in view of 
sweeping changes in the economic and 
social life of Jews in America. 

In recent years the Jews have been 
far more thoroughly integrated into 
American life, according to Martin 
Rosen of the Los Angeles branch of 
the American Board of Missions to the 
Jews. Consequently, the modern Jew’s 
theology has undergone a change. 

“He has become secularized,” says 
Rosen, “and is more tolerant toward all 
religions. He no longer has a super- 
stitious fear of reading the New Testa- 
ment, nor does he regard churches as 
temples of idolatry. He will at least 
listen to the claims of the Nazarene.” 

Rosen declares that Jewish orthodoxy 
was earlier adapted to the ghetto type 
of community, and the modern Ameri- 
can Jew has deserted the ghetto. 

How does this affect the approach of 
the missionary to the Jews? 

‘‘For ye have the poor always with 
you, ’ and an important part of our work 
will always be in the cities,” says Rosen. 
“But we are no longer ministering to an 
oppressed and impoverished people and 
we must adapt ourselves accordingly. 

“Today most Jews are not acquainted 
with the Old Testament, and proof texts 
from the prophets mean little to them 

Is Jewish mission work any easier? 

“It is easier in that there is little hos- 
tility. But now we meet with indiffer- 
ence which in a sense is harder.” 

Among missionary approaches now 


being used effectively, Rosen lists home | 
fellowship meetings, especially those | 


sponsored by churches. Other methods 
include discussion groups or seminars, 
telephone evangelism, and “inter-faith 


Sunday schools.” 


Press and Sex 


Early this year a discussion on news- 
paper handling of sex stories appeared 
concurrently in CuristTiaNiry Topay 
and in The Bulletin of the American 
Society of Newspaper Editors. A sequel 
to the discussion, which originally fea- | 
tured four Curistiantry Topay editors, 
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was published in The Bulletin last represent the entire 


American press, 
month. The sequel consisted of a series however. 


. . The newspapers should 
of comments from newspaper editors. report life as it is, and not as the editor 
Here are some highlights: or some critic of the press would prefer 
Rebecca Gross, editor of the Lock it to be. . . . Newspapers which ignore 
Haven Express: “Some of the news- the sex side of the news are distorting it 
papers which still play up the sex angle _ just as much as those which try to spread 
out of proportion, are among the largest the patina of sex over all the news.” 
in the nation. They dominate the news- Richard Clarke, executive editor of 
stands in some big cities. They do not The News of New York: “After oaks" Alee sed- 
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Another quarter-million German Gospels are now being prepared for distribution 
in PTL’s spring campaign in the great city of Hamburg and among the 400,000 
men of West Germany’s armed forces. With tension rising again over Berlin the 
need of Germany is urgent. Again the friends of PTL are urged to help keep the 
supply of Gospels and Testaments flowing as our teams open new fronts in 
Operation Western Europe. 


inTeRorector ALFRED A. KUNZ Enxccewooo, Ku. 
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The Pulpit Commentary 


in a beautiful new large-type edition— 
the finest, most complete, most authoritative 
commentary on the Bible ever published! 























Here, in 23 handsome volumes is the most useful set 
of books a minister can own—a complete library that } 
offers the most scholarly expositions of texts, and the 
most rewarding suggestions for original, stimulating 
sermonic outlines to be found in literature. 
































23 handsome volumes @ Complete and unabridged @ 26,516 
pages, 9,500 subjects @ Now printed in large type from brand 
new plates @ Orthodox, evangelical, inter-denominational © 
Expositions and homilies on every book and verse of the Bible 
@ Avast library of inexhaustible interpretation and suggestion. 


























easy-payment plan 


Funk & Wagnalls Company, exclusive mail-order distributor of 
this great work, invites you to mail the coupon below for full 
information about how you may obtain the complete set on 
easy terms. 
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power to hear... 


FROM THE SMALLEST 
HEARING INSTRUMENT 
EVER BUILT! 


See for yourself how great it can be to hear 
again, just by mailing off the coupon below. 
You'll get real news about this advanced 
hearing instrument —designed for people who 
can HEAR but can't UNDERSTAND 
what’s being said. It’s for people who want 
the very newest in better hearing. It’s for 
people who don’t want to call attention to 
their hearing loss by wearing older, larger 
hearing aids. It’s for people who need 
POWER in a hearing instrument — power to 
correct even severe losses due to nerve deaf- 
ness. Yes, it IS great to hear again. Find out 
for yourself by sending the coupon right now. 


TELEX 


Telex, Inc., Dept. TT-904, Telex Park, 
St. Paul 1, Minn. 


Please mail me information on this 
new remedy for deafness, without obli- 
gation, Thank you, 
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ing the panel discussion of the press and 
sex morality in the February Bulletin, 
I had a little checkup made on our 
During the months of No- 
1960, and January, 1961, the 
nearest thing to a sexy front page line 
was ‘MM and Miller Call It Quits’ 
I wonder what newspapers the panelists 
have been reading.” 


paper. 
vember, 


James O. Powell, editorial page editor 
of The Arkansas Gazette: “Congratula- 
tions are due The Bulletin for last issue’s 
symposium on Sex Morality and The 
Role of the Press. . . . The panel dis- 
cussion by the Curistianrry Topay edi- 
tors presented a rather brilliant interplay 
of views on how the newspapers are per- 
. The 
most practicable single suggestion may 
lie in the point made by Panelist Ku- 
charsky that each newspaper should have 


forming in treating sex stories. . . 


its own full set of rules, reached not cas- 
ually but purposefully and deliberately.” 

Milburn P. Akers, editor of the 
Chicago Sun-Times: “I chance to agree 
with some of that which Dr. Farrell had 
to say. But I object to his generalization 
as to tabloids as unfounded, unmerited, 
and as being about 98 per cent in error.” 

“As I read Dr. Farrell’s remarks I 
thought of the preachers I know. The 
same as editors, some speak out, some 
don’t. The faults he labors in the news- 
paper profession are likewise the faults 
of the ministry. Perhaps preachers, the 
same as editors, are human and, as 
humans, they My father, 
grandfather and great-grandfather were 
ministers. Maybe that had something to 
do with the fact that I am an editor, 
and the editor of a tabloid newspaper, 
at that.” 

John D. Pennekamp, associate editor 
of The Miami Herald: “If we are all 
going to the dogs for want.of guidance, 
certainly [the moralists} head the list 
. The obligation 
their failures to restrain—or 
even to destroy—sex rests with us as does 
the duty to report their successes in 
meeting their challenge when and if they 
go into action.” 

Leslie Moore, Worcester (Massachu- 
setts) Telegram and Gazette: “Man for 
man, the press in this country is just as 
concerned for the public welfare as is the 
clergy. But it is not going to run all its 
news through a laundromat, nor will it 
undertake a homiletic crusade, to abolish 
sex.” 

Hal Nelson, Rockford (Illinois) Morn- 
ing Star: “Most of us happen to be 


make errors. 


of those responsible. . . 
to report 


pretty moral guys . . . even though we 
don’t think there’s anything wrong with 
enjoying a picture of a pretty girl.” 


April 10, 
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Murch Resigns 


Dr. James DeForest Murch has re- 
signed as Managing Editor of Cunis- 
TIANITY Topay. He will devote his time 
to writing, lecturing, and preaching. His 
comprehensive history of the Christian 
Churches and Churches of Christ, Chris- 
tians Only, will soon be published by the 
Standard Publishing Company. A vol- 
ume on Christian Education is in prep- 
aration. Dr. Murch’s first speaking 
engagement is with the Appalachian 


Preaching Mission, sponsored by the 
Protestant churches of Bristol, Tennes- 


see area, April 16-23. He will continue 
to reside in Washington. 
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THE DOCTRINE OF CHRISTIAN HOLINESS 


Christian Holiness, by Stephen Neill (Harper, 1960, 130 pp., $3), is 
reviewed by Paul S. Rees, Vice-President at large, World Vision, Inc. 


The mood of this book is right. The 
author's conclusions here and there may 
be open to question by one or another 
among us, but the spirit in which every- 
thing is written is that of a man deeply 
concerned because of the vast neglect 
from which the subject of holiness suffers 
in contemporary Christianity. Aware 
that “any doctrine of Christian holiness 
which tries to do justice to all aspects of 
the problem is bound to be marked by 
paradox and antithesis” (p. 9), our 
Anglican author makes no attempt to 
employ ridicule or caricature in dealing 
with viewpoints that are at variance 
with his own. He himself would learn 
—and has indeed learned—from those 
who would be called his dissenters. 

The holiness of God is the root of all. 
It is indeed the mysterium tremendum. 
But even the Old Testament, stressing 
as it does the character of God as self- 
revealing, has little place for a holiness 
that is not ethical righteousness. In Jesus 
we see both the disclosure of this relig- 
ious-ethical holiness and the offer of a 
relationship between sinful men and 
Himself in which, through total self- 
commitment on their part, they are taken 
up into His likeness. 

At this point two principal errors are 
to be observed and, of course, avoided. 
The one is called “perfectionist,” the 
other “conformist.” Most of the per- 
fectionist perversions or deviations singled 
out for objection would be as readily 
rejected by, let us say, such a perfection- 
ist as John Wesley as they are by Bishop 
Neill. The defect in Wesley’s teaching, 
Neill feels, lies in its faulty concept of 
sin: “that sin is a thing which has to be 
taken out of a man like a cancer or a 
rotten tooth.” (The quotation is taken 
approvingly from British Methodist Sug- 
den.) One doubts, however, if Mr. 
Wesley intended any such wooden or 
materialistic mode of thought. Does not 
St. Paul lay himself open to the same 
criticism when he uses such language as, 
“It is no longer I that do it, but sin which 
dwells within in me” (Rom. 7:17)? 

It is interesting to note that with equal 
firmness the Bishop faults the “two 
nature” theory, which is stoutly main- 


tained by many evangelical thinkers who 
are quick to disavow perfectionism. In 
this view the “old nature,” which is 
altogether bad, and the “new nature,” 
which is altogether good, co-exist in the 
Christian until death breaks the bond 
within which they have been held in 
opposition to each other. 

Bishop Neill, in this reviewer's judg- 
ment, would have rendered a dis- 
tinguished service if he had given us a 
treatment of the “perfectionist elements 
in the New Testament” which he says 
are in fact found there, in the light of all 
those insights which have come to us 
through “depth psychology.” We are so 
committed to “schools” of sanctificationist 
thought that we are failing to grapple 
seriously with the paradox of perfection 
and imperfection, total surrender and un- 
recognized un-Christlikeness, astonishing 
victory and penitent abasement, as we 
find it in the New Testament. Our 
author's criticisms are not pointless, but 
they lack an adequate counterpart and 
correction. 

The other error discussed is “the con- 
formist.” It is described as “the making 
of minimum demands which are out of 
relation to the real exigencies of the Gos- 
pel, and so of eliminating that dimension 
of ultimate demand and ultimate self- 
commitment which is the realm in which 
Christian holiness moves” (p. 44). “State 
religion” and “state churches” are par- 
ticularly open to this danger. A kind of 
holiness is here produced which consists 
of “outward conformity” and which rests, 
therefore, on a basis of regulation and 
of law. In this scheme it is not too difh- 
cult to bring in multitudes of uncon- 
verted, uncommitted people and simply 
train them in “good churchmanship.” 
Thus by-passed is that grace which is 
forever God's gift to the bankrupt and is 
forever bearing fruit in that genuine 
Christlikeness which is the opposite of 
self-righteousness. 

The link between holiness and love is 
recognized in a chapter called “The Place 
of Holiness.” “Never a fugitive and 
cloistered virtue,” New Testament holi- 
ness must be experienced and expressed 


within the fellowship of the Church and, 
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through that fellowship, within the alien 
context of the world. Penetration into 
the world, not withdrawal from it, is the 
order of grace under the Lordship of 
Christ. And to this end the Holy Spirit, 
who has been given to the Church, must 
be allowed in fact to govern the Church 
—again, of course, under Christ’s Lord- 
ship. 

Timely and trenchant are Neill’s re- 
marks in a concluding chapter titled, 
“What, Then, Do We Preach?” If we 
tell Christians, as we do in a well-known 
Catechism, that they “sin daily in words 
and deeds, by commission and omission,” 
what is to prevent their coming to adopt 
a defeatist attitude toward Christian 
living? Rightly, our author deplores this: 
“The idea of justification by faith is 
brought into the center of the Christian 
picture, sometimes almost to the ex- 
clusion of any doctrine of the living 
Christ and of the work of the Holy 
Spirit” Cp. 114). 

What then is the positive word the 
Church should proclaim? Christ as Lord 
—he must be given no lesser place. What 
else? The role of discipline, as the 
counterbalance and the confirmation of 
all spontaneity and immediacy in Chris- 
tian experience. What else? The rejec- 
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About the first edition, The Pulpit 
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States . . . a marvel of organization 

. a fascinating orientation for 
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where they and their denomination 
stand in the church’s total scheme of 


things.” 
Completely indexed; with bibliog 
raphy; and 272 pages. $2.95 


Order from your bookstore 
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Will the Bible itself be the center of your 
Vacation Bible School? Or will handwork, field 
trips and other activities compete for the 
attention and affection of the children? 


Concern for the child and his interest is vital 
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overshadow the desire to impart the saving 
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message — the child and his needs — both 
are essential to give purpose to VBS. 


Your VBS gains perspective with materials that 
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| Admittedly, 


| firm yet irenic fashion, 


| sanctity. 


| churches. 


tion, for good and all, of “the unbiblical 
division of life 
the 


the 


and 
do not meet God in 


between the sacred 
secular; if we 


most ordinary and banal of 


daily 


| occupations we shall not meet Him any- 


where.” 
the reviewer 


escapable here and there. 


Criticisms by are in- 
Although he 
is no authority on Bultmann, the latter’s 
the 


between revelation and history aborts any 


radically defective view of relation 
fruitful effort to link his name with an 
understanding of the Holy Spirit's place 
in the Christian concept of time. Surely 
Bultmann is by no means unique in his 
that 


Jesus Christ is in some profound sense 


insistence, along with Kierkegaard, 
“our contemporary.” 

And clearly there is little helpfulness 
in the statement that 
all bad,” with the 
to apply indiscriminately to St. Francis 
and Al Capone, 
an observation 
the New 
Barnabas, for example, 


“Of course we are 
“we” so employed as 
such 
with 
that 
“was a good man.” 


unless we bring 


into juxtapositic on 
Testament declaration 
his estimate of himself would 
but 
this, more importantly, is God's estimate 


“full of the 


not have been cast in those terms, 


of him as a man who was 
Holy Spirit.” 

Let nothing adversely said detract from 
the fact that Stephen Neill has made, in 
1 probing con- 

of Christian 
Paut S. REeEs 
EXPOSITORY PREACHING 

Follow Me: Discipleship According 

to Saint Matthew, by Martin H. 

Franzmann (Concordia, 1961, 216 

pp-, $3.50), is reviewed by Faris 

Daniel Whitesell, Professor of Prac- 


tical Theology, 


tribution to the literature 


Northern 
Theological Seminary. 


Baptist 


Here’s a splendid example of the type 
of expository preaching needed in our 
Around the general theme of 


discipleship, the author opens up the 


| whole book of Matthew in seven chap- 


ters, with material in each chapter for 
about four expository sermons. In deal- 
ing with everything in the Gospel of 
Matthew, he naturally has to pass over 
but when he 
strikes an idea of major significance, he 
stops long enough to explain it and 
gather together all the other biblical ma- 
terial bearing on it, for example, Spirit, 
repentance, baptism of John, 
and so forth. 

The exposition is loose and synthetic 
rather than close and exegetical, but the 
reader or hearer receives a graphic over- 


some sections lightly, 


Transom, 


April 10, 
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The Kingdom 
of Love 
and the Pride 


of Life 


This most unusual book is con- 
cerned with the defense and prac- 
tice of the Christian faith. It may 
be read by the preacher, professor, 
and student as a quite different 
treatise in apologetics, or by the 
general reader as a very instruc- 
tive guide to the Christian life. It 
should be read as both, for it con- 
cerns love as a useful point of 
understanding between the Chris- 
tian faith and culture, between the 
gospel and man, between the 
kingdom of love and the pride of 
life. $3.50 


Other books by Carnell 


An Introduction to 
Christian Apologetics 


A Philosophy of the 
Christian Religion 


The Theology of 
Reinhold Niehbuhr 


$3.50 
$5.00 
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Also available from Eerdmans: 


CHRISTIAN COMMITMENT $5.00 


WM. B. EERDMANS 


PUBLISHING COMPANY 
Grand Rapids 3, Michigan 


1961 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
J 



































































April 10, 1961 


CEYLON and INDIA 
GENERAL MISSION 


Member Mission 1.F.M.A. 


STUDENT WORK 
Pray for Youth Center 
to be opened 
Write for free literature 
107 North Hale - - Wheaton, Illinois 





THEOBALD FACES THE FACTS 


Unusual, colorful 16mm sound film 13% absorbing 
and revealing minutes. Straightforward presentation 
disclosing the true facts and inaccurate fancies con- 


cerning the effects of alcoholic beverages. Produced in 
animation with most audience-participation 
technique. Color, $100 per print; black and white, 


modern 


$65. Write today! 
NATIONAL WCTU 
Dept. CT, 1730 Chicago Avenue, Evanston, til. 








Please mention Curistianrry Topay 
when you write to advertisers. 


Men who buy choice Christian books 
cannot afford to be without the 


BIBLE TRUTH MESSENGER 
Only $1.00 per calendar year 


Bible Truth Messenger Swengel, Pa. 


FREE to any evangelical Christian Minister, 
Sunday School or Missionary Superintendent, 
one copy of “A SPIRITUAL LIGHT SWITCH” 
for each family in his congregation providing 
he will agree to give a talk on TITHING be- 
fore distribution. Write stating number of 
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“YOU ARE A BLESSING 
OF GOD TO US” 


So writes a Jewish lady to us. She 
and her husband (who is completely 
paralyzed)—are the only survivors 
of a large family which was exter- 
minated in a concentration camp. 

For two decades they have known 
only hate, bitterness, humiliation, 
persecution and death. Many have 
written similar letters expressing 
surprise and wonder at our Chris- 
tian charity. “We didn’t think there 
was any love left in human beings. 
It is wonderful to us that strangers 
in far off America should think of 
our spiritual and physical welfare.” 

You may have a share in being 
“A Blessing of God” to many over- 
seas, by sending a freewill offering 
to “The Scott Mission Inc.” Cash 
contributions should be sent by reg- 
istered mail and cheques payable to 
“The Scott Mission Inc.” 


Rev. Morris ZEmMAN 
Executive Director 


Rev. ALex M. ZEIDMAN 
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THE SCOTT MISSION INC. 
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ing him. Here and there are keen in- 
sights. “The disciples preserved the rec- 
ord of Jesus’ words and deeds, of course. 
But they do not appear in history as ex- 
positors of Jesus’ words; it is remark- 
able how rarely Jesus’ words are cited in 
the apostolic writings. They are His 
witnesses, witnesses to his Person and his 
history, his words and works in indis- 
soluble unity.” 

The book lacks illustrations from mod- 
ern life, but the material is so suggestive 
that adequate illustrations will occur to 
the average expositor. 


all impression of where Matthew is tak- | 


Faris Danret WHITESELL | 


TOWARD CHURCH EDUCATION | 


Church Education for Tomorrow, by 
Wesner Fallaw CWestminster, 1960, 
219 pp., $3.75), is reviewed by Cor- 
nelius Jaarsma, Professor of Education, 
Calvin College. 


That the church has a teaching func- 
tion is generally accepted, and clearly 
taught in Scripture. What the nature of 
the teaching function of the church 


should be and how it is to be carried out 
is nebulous and ill-defined in the minds | 


of many church leaders, not to speak of 


the church membership in general. The | 


author of this book addresses himself to 
this problem with clarity and purpose. 

What should the church teach and 
how should she organize her instruc- 
tional program to meet the needs of the 
youth of the church in our time? How 
can the church recruit competent person- 
nel and educate them to assume the re- 
sponsibility of teaching in the church 
school with effectiveness? Why is the 
Sunday school unequal to the responsi- 
bility? Why is the released-time program 


inadequate? These are the questions that | 


this book tries to answer. 

The church school must take the place 
of the Sunday school. It must be staffed 
with personnel under the leadership of a 
teacher-pastor, professionally educated as 
a teacher and theologically educated as 
a preacher. The preaching, teaching, and 
pastoral function should be brought into 
working relationship. A curriculum and 
methodology should be organized and 
made operative that meets readiness levels 
of learning in the development of youth. 

Many fine things can be said about 
this timely volume. It is psychologically 
and sociologically oriented. Its theological 
message is Bible-centered and evangelical. 
The religious education ideas and ideals 
of theological liberalism are discarded on 
theological grounds while much of the 


| educational theory of this movement | 
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soundly rooted in experimental education 
is retained. This is a book for today to 
prepare leaders for tomorrow. 

There are some weaknesses in the book 
that a critical reader discovers. The dis- 
cussion of person and personality is more 
in line with the doctrine of man implied 
in secular psychologies than in keeping 
with the teaching of Scripture. The au- 
thor dismisses too easily the parochial and 
Christian day school solution to the edu- 
cational problem. Here, as elsewhere, he 
gives evidence of a dualism of religion 
and culture rather than recognizing the 
Lordship of Christ for all of life. 

Every pastor and seminary professor 
should read this work. The author has 
many pertinent suggestions on counsel- 
ing, curriculum revision in church edu- 
cation, seminary curricula, and the like. 

CorneEvius JAARSMA 


SOURCE BOOK 


Basic Writings in Christian Education, 
edited by Kindig Brubaker Cully 
(Westminster, 1960, 350 pp., $4.95), 
is reviewed by Harold C. Mason, Pro- 
fessor of Christian Education, Asbury 
Theological Seminary. 


This anthology makes a handy and 
unique source book for use in courses in 
Christian education. It consists of 31 
writings dating from the time of Clement 
of Alexandria about A.D. 200 to that 
of Luther, Calvin, Milton, Locke, Pesta- 
lozzi, Froebel, Herbart, Coe, and Dewey. 
One may read of baptismal regeneration, 
the age of accountability, discipline, rap- 
port, memorization, authority and sources, 
revelation, individual differences, meth- 
ods, nature of man, content and experi- 
ence centered curricula. 

The editor sees in all the writings a 
“continuity of Christian concern,” and in 
his introduction he seems to espouse “neo- 
supernaturalism” and “a newer biblical 
theology.” Harotp C. Mason 


CHANGED LIVES 


They Have Found the Secret, by V. 
Raymond Edman (Zondervan, 1960, 
159 pp., $2.50), is reviewed by Alan 
Redpath, Pastor, Moody Church, Chi- 


“ag 
cago. 


There is a mark of reality about the 
experiences of these saints which is sadly 
lacking in Christian circles today. I verily 
believe that if Christian people could 
grasp the secret which they have discov- 
ered, there would be a mighty revival in 
the land. 


The emphasis of this book upon the 
experience of the indwelling life of Christ | 
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GOSPEL LIGHT PUBLICATIONS &:touna, Minn. 


or Mound, Minn. 


NOW! You Can Visit Holy Land 


including Mt. Sinai and Europe. 16th Tour. 14 
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by Bible Profs. Budget priced from $1150. Time 
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ORDER THIS PREVIEW 
PACKET NOW 
at this special introduc- 


tory price: $2.95 


(plus 30c postage) 
—a $4.05 value 














Packet includes: 3 Instruc- 
tors’ Manuals, 3 Campers’ 
Do-It Books, Camp Director's 
Handbook, Camp Counselor 
How-to Book, two colorful posters, easy- 
saving Camp Stamp Book, plus camper 
and staff evaluation forms. See how this 
new ‘Outdoors With Christ’’ course will 
help make your camp time . . . decision 
time! 
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Christian bookstore or 
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102 outlines, each completely developed. Scripture- 
centered, easy to present and follow. Complete list 
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amazed at their soul-searching scope. These Bible 
Study Outlines conserve your time and give you 
an astonishing revelation of deep spiritual truths. 


Seven series of 14 outlines or more. Each only 
50c, All 7 series yours for $3.50. Order one or all 7 
today. A sample will convince you of the value 
of them all. 

Endorsed by Rev. Wendell P. Loveless, Dr. M. R. DeHaan, 
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transforming the child of God is one 
which is widely needed. It drives home 
the truth that an unholy life is simply 
the evidence of an unchanged heart, and 
an unchanged heart is a clear indication 
of an unsaved soul. The grace of God 
which does not make men different from 
what they were before they received 


Christ is a worthless counterfeit of reality. 


I was profoundly impressed by the mes- 
sage of this book. It should have a very 
wide circulation and bring blessing to 


thousands of lives. ALAN REDPATH 


LINGUISTIC ANALYSIS 


Language, Logic and God, by Fred- 


erick Ferré (Harper, 1961, 184 pp: 


$3.50), is reviewed by William Young, | 


Assistant Professor of Philosophy, Uni- 
versity of Rhode Island. 


Contemporary English philosophy, in- 
fluenced by Wittgenstein’s methods of 
linguistic analysis, approaches theism and 


Christianity by employing subtle logical | 


techniques, at first sight trivial, but pro- 
ductive of far-reaching consequences. At 
last a book has appeared summarizing 
and evaluating the philosophy of religion 
that has been developed during the last 
decade at Oxford and by analytical phi- 
losophers elsewhere. The author distin- 
guishes carefully between the verifica- 
tional analysis of the logical positivists 
and the less restricted functional analysis 
in vogue at the present time. Cogent criti- 
cism of accounts of theological language 
in terms of analogy, obedience, and en- 
counter is followed by discussions of “im- 


| 





proper,” familiar, and unique functions | 


of theological discourse and by a con- 
cluding chapter on the manifold logic of 


theism. The author's theological position 


is unequivocally theistic, though it be- 
trays influences of Scottish “neo-ortho- 
doxy.” 
nonsense uttered by Barthians, which he 
aptly brands as “logical docetism” (p. 
89), Ferré infelicitously calls Calvin “a 
fountainhead of the logic of obedience” 
(p. 82), that is, the Word of God as es- 
poused by Barth, Torrance, and Hendry. 

More detailed replies to the arguments 
of Findlay (pp. 30-32, 48-50), of Wis- 
dom (pp. 131-135), but most of all 
of Flew on Divine Omnipotence and 
Human Freedom (pp. 116-120) are 
needed if the complexity of the issues 
discussed and the delicacy of the anlysis 
involved are to receive due justice. Flew 


While critical of the linguistic | 


has launched a devastating attack on the | 


“free-will defence,” while Ferré ignores 
the Pelagian errors consequent on the 
denial that a free human action may be 
determined by God. 
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Congenial atmosphere. Attractive rooms 
—excellent food—at low cost. Operated 
by non-profit Christian organization. For 
FREE descriptive folder and rates write: 
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233 East 17th Street, New York 3, N. Y. 


Please mention CurisTIANITY TODAY 


when you write to advertisers. 


is Your 
Debt Paid? 


Christians take pride in their credit 
rating. They realize that it is their duty 
to pay their debts promptly. However, 
many believers are guilty of neglecting 
their debt to the people of Israel, through 
whose hands we received all the “spirit- 
ual things” we have and enjoy as Chris- 
tians. Our Holy Bible, the Old Testament 
and the New Testament, has come to us 
through the Jews. Not only were they its 
writers and custodians throughout the 
centuries, but they were the only Chris- 
tians during the first 15 years of the 
Church Era. It was through the mission- 
ary efforts of those early Christian Jews 
that many of our Gentile forefathers were 
converted from their pagan religions. If 
Paul and the other Jewish missionaries 
had gone to the East instead of to the 
West, probably China would be a Chris- 
tian nation today, and we would still be 
heathen. Truly, we owe the Jews a great 
debt of gratitude. 

When you reach Heaven, can you face 
Jews like Abraham, Moses, Paul, or Peter, 
if you have neglected to do as much for 
their children as these early saints did for 
your spiritual welfare? Are your Jewish 
neighbors dying without knowing that 
Christ is their Messiah? Have you ever 
told them? Your debt can be paid by 
returning the Gospel to the descendants 
of those Jewish saints who preserved it 
and passed it down to you. Then you 
can face them in the Glory, with a clear 
conscience, because your debt will be 
paid. 

Our Mission can be your instrument for 
taking the Gospel to the Jews. This is 
a world-wide work for which your prayer 
and fellowship are always needed. 


escccesscssccosce: EF DEE OFFER Sacccesnesensscess 


AMERICAN BOARD OF MISSIONS 
TO THE JEWS, Inc., Dept. CT 
236 W. 72 Street New York 23, N.Y. 


[] Please send me free, your two booklets, 
“Of the Jews" and “Reaching the Jew in 
Your Neighborhood.” 


[] For the enclosed $2.50, please send me 
your book, “Studies in Jewish Evangelism,” 
by Dr. Henry J. Heydt. (237 pages, cloth, 
postpaid) 

| have pleasure to enclose $. as my 


fellowship to help your mission reach Jews for 
Christ. 
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To the one American in four who does not drink, we are 
pleased and proud to offer the Gold Star Total Abstainers’ Hos- 
pitalization Policy, which will pay you $100 a week from your 
first day in the hospital, and will continue paying as long as 
you are there, even for life! 

If you do not drink and are carrying ordinary hospitalization 
insurance, you are of course helping to pay for the accidents 
and hospital bills of those who do drink. Alcoholism is now our 
nation’s # 3 health problem, ranking immediately behind heart 
disease and cancer! Those who drink have reduced resistance 
to infection and are naturally sick more often and sick longer 
than those who do not drink. Why should you help pay for 
their hospitalization? 

Now, for the first time, you can get the newest and most 
modern type of hospitalization coverage at an unbelievably low 
rate because the Gold Star Policy is offered only to nondrinkers. 
With this policy, you receive $100 a week from the first day 
and as long as you remain in the hospital! This money is paid 
you in cash to be used for rent, food, hospital or doctor bills— 
anything you wish. Your policy cannot be cancelled by the 
company no matter how long you remain in the hospital or how 
often you are sick. And the present low rate on your policy 
can never be raised simply because you get old, or have too 


Note! Gold Star fits in ideally with the Government Health Plan 
proposed for folks collecting Social Security ! Yes, Gold Star was designed 
to go along perfectly with Blue Cross; with whatever other hospitali- 
zation you may already carry; with workmen’s compensation; or with 
any new Federal Government Plan. Gold Star pays you in addition 


to any or all of these, to help take care of those hundred and one 
“extra” expenses 

Of course, any Government Health Bill that may be passed will 
take up to two years to go into effect and wil] offer only partial 
coverage at best. But your Gold Star benefits are, and always will 
be, paid to you in full, to be used as you see fit! 


Christian Leaders say — 


JEROME HINES, leading bass with the Metropoli- 
tan Opera Company: “I have long been associated 
with Art DeMoss in Christian work. I know few 
people with his driving and sincere desire to promote 
the gospel of Christ in every way. And now it is a 
pleasure to be able to recommend this most excellent 
insurance plan for non-drinkers.” 





DR. ROBERT G. LEE, former Pastor, Bellevue Bap- 
tist Church, Memphis, Tenn., and three-time Presi- 
dent Southern Baptist Convention: “After looking 
over and reading what is said in the Gold Star Hos- 
pitalization Policy, 1 must say that it is the most 
unique and unusual and appealing policy I have ever 
heard of.” 





DR. DANIEL A. POLING, noted minister and Fdi- 
tor of The Christian Herald: “The advantages of a 
hospital plan which is available to non-drinkers only 
are obvious. The lower rate is made possible because 
you are not paying the bills for the illnesses and 
accidents of those who use alcohol.” 





DR. JAMES DeFOREST MURCH, noted Christian 
Educator, Author, Editor; “Your provision of lower 
insurance rates for non-drinkers is a real incentive 
to sober living and safe driving.” 
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many claims, but only in the event of a general rate adjustment 
up or down for all policyholders! 

One out of every seven people will spend some time in the 
hospital this year. Every day over 43,000 people enter the 
hospital—32,000 of these for the first time! No one knows 
whose turn will be next, whether yours or mine. But we do 
know that a fall on the stairs in your home, or on the sidewalk, 
or some sudden illness, or operation could put you in the hospital 
for weeks or months, and could cost thousands of dollars. 

How would you pay for a long siege in the hospital with 
costly doctor bills, and expensive drugs and medicines? Many 
folks lose their car, savings, even their home, and are sunk 
hopelessly in debt for the rest of their lives. We surely hope 
this won't happen to you, but please don’t gamble! Remember, 
once the doctor tells you it is your turn to enter the hospital, 
it’s too late to buy coverage at any price. 


The Gold Star Plan Makes It Easy! 


With a Gold Star Total Abstainers’ Hospitalization Policy, 
you would receive $100 per week in cash as long as you remain 
in the hospital. Even if you are already covered by another 
policy, the Gold Star Plan will supplement that coverage, and 
pay in addition to your present policy. 

This wonderful, generous protection costs only $4 a month 
for each adult, age 19 through 64, or $40 for twelve full months. 
For each child under 19, the rate is just $3 for a month’s pro- 
tection. And for each adult of age 65 through 100, the premium 
is only $6 a month. 

And, remember, with Gold Star, the NO-LIMIT Hospital 
Plan, there is no limit on how long you can stay in the hospital, 
no limit on the number of times you can collect (and the Com- 
pany can never cancel your policy), and no limit on age! 


Money-Back Guarantee 


We'll mail your policy to your home. No salesman will 
call..In the privacy of your own home, read the policy over. 
Examine it carefully. Have it checked by your lawyer, your 
doctor, your Christian friends or some trusted advisor. 


Make sure it provides exactly what we've told you it does. 
Then, if for any reason whatsoever you are not fully satis. 
fied, just mail your policy back within ten days, and we'll 
cheerfully refund your entire premium by return mail, 
with no questions asked. So, you see, you have everything 
to gain and nothing to lose! 





Bank Reference: PEOPLES NATIONAL BANK 


THE WORLD MUTUAL HEALTH AND 
ACCIDENT INSURANCE COMPANY 


World Mutual has been operating since 1920, and has an un- 
impeachable record of honesty, service, and integrity. By special 
arrangements with DeMoss Associates, World Mutual has under- 
written this Gold Star Total Abstainers’ Hospitalization Policy. 


This plan offered exclusively by 


DE MOSS ASSOCIATES 
VALLEY FORGE, PENNA. 


“Special Hospital-Medical Plans for Special People” 
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AT REDUCED RATES 
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LEXAMINATION! NO AGE LIMIT! NO SALESMEN! 


HERE'S ALL YOU DO: 


oO Fill out application at right. 


For Proof of Service and 
Reliability, Read these Letters: 


Mr. Ray Bunge, Catawissa, Pennsylvania—‘Received your 
check today, and I can't tell you how much we appre- 
ciated it. It certainly is a pleasure to be served by a 
company like yours. I know now that you mean just 
what you say in your ad.” 


Mr. J. Walter Daniels, Fredericktown, Ohio—“I received 
payment for my claim and am well pleased with the serv- 
ice you gave. When I took the policy I never thought I 
would need it so soon. But we never know what will 
happen. It was my first time to be in the hospital.” 


Rev. Hugh Thompson, Buffalo, New York—“We do ap- 
preciate greatly your service to us during our recent illness. 
The claim was taken care of so efficiently and quickly that 
we were able to take care of everything. It is very grati- 
fying to be a member of an insurance company with 
Christian standards.” 


Rev. and Mrs. W. T. Rahenkemp, Greensboro, N. C.— 
“Your check of payment for my recent accident claim 
was received this morning. We wish to thank you for your 
courteous and prompt handling and settlement for my 
accident and hospitalization. We shall be glad to recom- 
mend the Company to our friends.” 


Mrs. Marian Barber, Nettleton, Miss.—‘So happy to get 
the check for the hospital, doctor, and ambulance. We are 
very much pleased with it. Thanks very much.” 


CHECK THESE REMARKABLE FEATURES: 


@ Gworonteed renewable (Only . 
YOU con concel). > 

@ Good in any hospital any- 
where in the world! 


No automatic age termination. 
Immediate coverage! Full 
benefits go into effect noon of 
the doy your policy is issued. 


@ Pays in addition to ony other @ No limit on number of times 

hospital insuronce you may you can collect. 

carry. @ Poys from the very first doy 
@ All benefits paid directly to in hospitol. 

you in cash! @ No policy fees or enrollment 
@ All claim checks ore sent out fees! 

AIR MAIL SPECIAL DELIVERY. @ Ten-day money-back gvoran- 
@ No hecith examination neces- teel 


sory. 


Only conditions not covered: 


Pregnancy, childbirth or miscarriage; any act of war; pre- 
existing conditions; or hospitalization caused by the use of 
alcoholic beverages or narcotics. Everything else IS covered! 


X 


Enclose in an envelope with 
your first payment. 


Mail to DeMoss Associates, 
Valley Forge, Pa. 


YOU WILL RECEIVE YOUR GOLD STAR POLICY 
PROMPTLY BY MAIL. NO SALESMAN WILL CALL. 
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ADDITIONAL BENEFITS 
Pays $2,000 cash for accidental death. 
Pays $2,000 cash for loss of one hand, one foot, sight of one eye. 
Pays $6,000 cash for loss of both eyes, or both hands, or both 
feet. 
Pays double the above amounts (up to $12,000) for specified 
travel accidents! 


MUN AU 


TO ASSURE YOUR PROTECTION 


APPLICATION TO 230046 


World Mutual Health & Accident Ins. Co. of Penna. 











My name ts 

Street or RD # 

City State 

Date of Birth: Month Day Year 


My occupation is 
My beneficiary is 
1 also hereby apply for coverage for the members of my family listed below: 
NAME DATE OF BIRTH 











AGE RELATIONSHIP BENEFICIARY 











Have you or any member above tisted been disabled by either accident or iliness or have you 
or they had medical advice or treatment or have you or they been advised to have a surgical 


operation in the last five years? Yes (1 No (J 


if so, give details stating cause, date, name and address of attending physician and whether 
fully recovered 





1 hereby certify that neither | nor any member above listed uses alcoholic beverages and | 
hereby apply to the World Mutual Health and Accident ins. Co. of-Penna. for a policy based 
on the understanding that the policy applied for does not cover conditions rriginating prior to 
the date of imsurance, and that the policy is issued solely and entirely in reliance upon the 
written answers to the foregoing rere 
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if YOU PAY F: 
MONTHLY 


Each adult age : 
19-64 pays 






1 am enclosing the 
emount specified on 
the left for each per- 
son to be covered, 
with the understand- 
ing that | can return 
my policy within 10 
days if | am net com- 
pletely satisfied with 
it, and my entire 
premium will be 
promptly refunded. 


4 65-100 pays 
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wiiitetts..) DE MOSS 


VALLEY FORGE 
PENNA. 
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REVIEW OF 


—_—e Religious Choushe 


Not 


long ago a New Delhi newspaper stated 


THIS IS BEING WRITTEN in India. 


that every time the sun rises on this land 
there are more than 14,000 more mouths 
to feed than there were the morning be- 
fore. Deaths? 
of them. But 
births in excess of all the deaths. 


Yes, there are thousands 


this is the number of 


¢ “Population explosion” is the phrase 
that has been minted to describe this 
phenomenon of our times. The vigor, not 
to say the violence, of the expression may 
raise the question whether or not it is 
justified. What are the facts? 

1. The size of the human family did 
not reach one billion until approximately 
1800. 

2. From 1800 to 1850 the increase 
was 22 per cent; from 1850 to 1900, it 
was 45 per cent; and from 1900 to 1950, 
56 per cent. 

3. Since 1950 the rate of increase has 
been mounting so fast that at the end 
of the decade 85 persons a minute, or 
about 45 million a year, were being 
added to the world total. 

4. Latest figures from the United Na- 
tions place the present population total 


at more than 2 billion 900 million per- 


CAll of “B.C.” 1800 
years of “A.D.” are a long time to wait 
for the first billion; 


sons. and the first 
160 years are rela- 
tively a short time to wait for that figure 
to be trebled. ) 

What of the near future, the remain- 
der, let us say, of this century. Quotable 
experts say that the increase will be 150 
per cent. If so, we shall have an end- 
of-the-century population of between 7 
and 8 billion. 

[his is the “population explosion!” 


€ To what theological, sociological, and 
ethical reflections is such a phenomenon 
giving rise? Dr. Richard Fagley has per- 
haps exceeded any other researcher in 
locating and collating the pronounce- 
ments of many Christian bodies—-Roman 
Catholic, Orthodox, Anglican, Protestant 
—on what might be called the theology 
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of the family and its bearing on the 
issues raised by the world’s fantastically 
increasing population. What may be de- 
duced from this compendium is not the 
amount of contradiction and confusion 
that one might be led to expect, but 
rather, as Bishop Stephen Bayne, Jr., 
puts it, the astonishing “degree of con- 
census there is.” Bishop Bayne, who is 
executive ofiicer of the World Anglican 
Communion, put this opinion forward 
in a paper read recently before an inter- 
national group of churchmen. 


© What are the areas of general agree- 
ment? 

1. The theology of the family, while 
pointed up by the “population explo- 
sion,” does not grow out of it nor is it 
necessarily linked with it. If there were 
no issue of “overpopulation” Citself an 
unfortunate phrase, if only because no 
one knows precisely what it means) the 
duty of bringing life into the world and 
responsibly nourishing it would be ines- 
capably there. 

2. There is a gratifying measure of 
agreement that the times are driving 
Christians to a more fundamental theo- 
logical understanding of the family itself. 
Jn the frightening light of the ravaged 
family system of China under’the Com- 
munists and the equally alarming light 
of the defiled and denigrated family life 
of sexually undisciplined masses in the 
United States, 
obliged to return to the roots of their 


serious Christians are 
thinking about sex, marriage, and the 
home. Even Roman Catholics are not 
“all of one piece” in holding to the tra- 
ditional pattern of what is “natural” and 
what is “against nature.” To appeal to 
the tradition is not enough. How solidly 
based is the tradition itself? This be- 
comes the deeper question. 

3. There is a substantial concensus 
with respect to the God-given purposes 
of marriage and their relationship to 
each. To a surprising point, theologians 
of varying communions settle upon three 
functions or blessings of marriage: (1) 
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the producing of children and their nur- 
ture, (2) the fulfillment and enrichment 
of each spouse by the other in the com- 
munion of marriage, and (3) the crea- 
tion of a stable Christian unit called the 
family within the church and society. 
Differences of thought or conviction pre- 
vail with respect to the order in which 
these aims are to be seen and pursued, 
but there is little disagreement with this 
combination of purposes. 

4. Perhaps most surprisingly of all, 
there is a significant concensus that 
family planning in some form may be 
brought within the scope of Christian 
duty for parents. One uses the word 
“may” advisedly. The Greek Orthodox 
church, for example, says, “Recognizing 
child birth in Christian marriage as one 
of the actual problems of life, the Ortho- 
dox church sees the possibility of solving 
it only through personal accountabitity 
to God of each separate soul.” Much 
bolder is the statement published by the 
1958 to the 
effect that “the responsibility for deciding 
upon the number and frequency of chil- 


Lambeth Conference in 


dren has been laid by God on the con- 
science of parents everywhere.” 


© What now awaits firmer and more 
specific Christian treatment is the ques 
tion of the means to be employed in 
family planning and the motives that 
are to be made explicit in the employ- 
ment of those means. Often overlooked 
is the fact that the birth rate is not the 
only factor in population increase. It is 
the declining death rate—death control, 
if you will—that has much to do with 
it. Is it a moral noninterference with 
“nature” to employ intelligence and 
science to keep people alive, that is to 
say, to regulate (within limits) the work- 
ing of death, and an immoral interference 
with nature to employ with Christian 
conscience a technological intelligence in 
regulating the working of birth? 

Paut S. Ress 
The review is prepared in sequence by 
Professor G. C. Free 
University, Amsterdam; Dr. Philip Edg- 
cumbe Hughes, Editor of The Church- 
man (England); Professor Addison H. 
Leitch of Pittsburgh Theological Semi- 
nary, Pennsylvania; and Dr. Paul S. Rees, 
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